
AKA 2026 Convention Muncie, Indiana - Inside Workshops 
October 12-17, 2026

Horizons Convention Center - 401 S High St, Muncie, IN 47305

(All workshops involving materials are limited to 15 participants. All Class Kit fees are CASH
ONLY. Advance registration where noted ends on September 25, 2026 to prepare kits.)

AKA Education Committee Kite Making Workshop – 
The Education Committee will cover their Education Day project featuring the 

Frustrationless Flyer. AKA members will assemble this universally loved kid's sled kite. 
Donation to the AKA is suggested.

Steve Anderson, TIE-DYE FABRIC - 
This class is about making custom tie-dyed fabric to use in your kite making. The first 

part of the class covers examples of various Shihori techniques and other options for 
preparing the fabric for dyeing using different methods. Once the fabric is prepared, will dye 
the fabric in a second session. After the fabric is dyed, the fabric will be rinsed, ironed, and 
hung up to dry. Each participant will be able to take home their own custom fabric! Class limit;
15. Cost: $10.00/yard. 

Geoff Bland - Aeroconcepts for Kiting - 
Kite flight is complicated. An outline of several concepts will be presented to facilitate 

discussions that will help us unravel the behavior and mysteries of kite flying. Your 
observations and questions will also be welcomed in this complex conversation. 

Dale Bowden and David Rike - Show kites & Safety 101 - 
A discussion chaired by David and Dale about Safety and show kites, line laundry and 

ground displays. This is a great chance to talk about how to put up show kites without putting 
yourself or others at risk. How to choose fly line, how to anchor items, ways to attach line 
laundry, and of course, general public safety! Bring a notebook and a pen to keep notes. No 
cost associated with this discussion.

Pam Bowden - MAKE & TAKE KITE GREETING CARD CLASS - 
Create and take home a beautiful set of kite-themed greeting cards! In this fun and 

relaxed class, you'II explore a variety of basic rubber-stamping techniques while designing 
and creating unique cards perfect for any occasion. Whether you're brand new to stamping or
already have some experience, you'll enjoy learning simple techniques that add creative 
touches and a personal flair to your handmade cards. All materials are provided, including 
cardstock, decorative paper, ink, envelopes, and a selection of kite stamps for each card. 
Everything you need will be ready for you, so you can simply relax and enjoy the creative 
process from start to finish. Cost: $5.00

Jon Burkhardt, JUDGING HANDMADE KITES –
Come for two sessions, one before the competitions where participants can meet the 

judges, find out what they are looking for, and how they determine who wins. Judges will also 
answer questions in the second session at the end of the week, plus competitors will have an 
opportunity to discuss their kites. 



Paul Homan - Kite Fitting Design Using CAD -
Learn how to design custom kite fittings using ”Fusion 360 and OpenSCAD”. This 

hands-on workshop introduces parametric design techniques that make it easy to create and 
customize connectors for different spar sizes, angles, and kite configurations. Participants will
also receive access to pre-engineered templates and proven designs that can be quickly 
modified and adapted to their own kite-building needs. Whether you're new to CAD or an 
experienced builder, you'll leave with practical tools and designs ready to use.

Paul Homan - Technology in the Kite Workshop -
Curious about how technology is changing kite building? Join us for a discussion and 

demonstration of modern tools that are helping builders design, create, and innovate. We'll 
explore CAD software, 3D printing, laser cutting, sublimation printing, AI, and other 
technologies, along with practical examples of how they can be used in your own workshop. 
Whether you're just getting started or looking for new ideas, you'll discover ways technology 
can simplify construction, improve precision, spark creativity, and bring new kite designs to 
life.

Paul Homan - 3D Printing in the Kite Workshop -
Discover how 3D printing can enhance your kite-building projects. Whether you're new 

to 3D printing or looking to expand your skills, this workshop explores how desktop 3D 
printers are being used to create custom kite fittings, workshop tools, jigs, accessories, and 
replacement parts. Learn about printer selection, materials, design considerations, and 
practical techniques for turning ideas into useful workshop items and custom kite 
components. Real-world examples will be demonstrated, and 3D printers will be available 
throughout the convention's morning workshop sessions to print fittings and other useful items
for fellow kiters. 

Ben Huggett Octagon - Pyro Kite (6 parts) -
If you are interested in making a simple yet striking kite during the AKA convention, this

is the workshop for you. The design is the Sekizgen Pyro or Octagonal Pyro by Halit Cebeci 
from the Republic of Türkiye. You can see the plans on the Kite Plan Base website.
This is a 3 stick kite that requires no fittings or attachments. It has a simple 3 point bridle. And 
it will be about 30 feet long with its flowing organza tails. This class is suited for beginning kite
makers and up. It involves only simple sewing and can also be done as a no-sew kite upon 
advance request. The cost for a complete kit with wrapped carbon spars will be $80.

Mike Jabot & Geoff Bland - Community Engagement - Lessons Learned -
This workshop will share ideas that have been gleaned from outreach efforts. It is our 

hope that all participants also share their ideas so we can develop a community of practice 
around introducing others to kiting

Chuck Jones and Dave Young - MAKE & TAKE FIGHTER - 
Build a No Sew Competition Fighter Kite with Fighter Dave Young! Dave will provide a 

template for the fighter kite shape. You will learn to build a fast little fighter, which you can 
take to the field for competition later in the week! Materials provided include: poly films, Mylar,
bamboo, carbon fiber, tapes, adhesives, bridle materials, and simple hand tools. Bring your 
own scissors, utility knife, and cardstock or paper to trace the template. 



Jesse Kapsten – So, You Want To Fly To Music! -
Have you ever thought about flying to music? Maybe you have jammed along to some 

tunes on your home field and had fun doing it. Now, you are interested in competing in ballet, 
or performing at festivals. Do you need to consider putting  together a performance with your 
kite? How do you choose your music? About wind, weather, and your equipment? HOW
do you choreograph your routine? Join us in a discussion on all things flying with music!

Jesse Kapsten – Judging Sport Kite Competitions -
Get an inside look at how sport kite competitions are judged in this panel discussion 

featuring expert judges. Drawing from the American Kitefliers Association and International 
Rule Book, as well as STACK and the newer R-Sky formats, the panel will cover kiting rules, 
judging priorities, and scoring. The session highlights the various rules and what it means for 
competitors and judges alike Ideal for new, as well as experienced, pilots and judges.

Jesse Kapsten – Sport Kites Demystified -
Join us on the field (weather permitting) for this workshop covering the basics of sport kiting. 
Workshop leaders will take you inside their kite bags and cover everything from gear choice 
and set-ups, to tuning and field etiquette. Depending on attendee interest, this workshop may 
include flying tips, some basic instruction in flight, and tricks.

Jesse Kapsten – The Sport Kite Symposium -
It's back! After a brief absence, the Sport Kite Symposium returns to the AKA 

Convention. Taking on a new format as both a virtual and an in-person discussion, with 
attendees, members and non-members are welcome to participate. This year the symposium 
will function as an "ask us anything," hosted by the Sport Kite Committee. Help steer sport 
kiting in the AKA and the Sport Kite Committee as we work to build and support the sport 
kiting community at large.

Gary Mark and Steve Anderson - 2027 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY—
CERVIA/ARTEVENTO In 2025, we held a session covering must-see international 

festivals and international kite travel. For this year's convention, we'd like to try something 
more specific. Traveling to Cervia for Artevento 2027. We will cover the itinerary, estimated 
costs.

Gary Maynard & George Wright - Make & Take Snack Blaster -
In the Midwest (or anywhere with fickle winds), we often have a challenge with kid’s 

candy drops. How do you lift candy when there’s no wind for a kite? Well, Gary and George 
have the answer: the Snack Blaster! Imagine a sporting event t-shirt cannon or a potato gun, 
but for candy. That’s right, a candy cannon. It’s a sure-fire way to keep kids happy when 
there’s no wind (or even if there is). George and Gary have been teaching this at UMAKE for 
years, and now they are bringing it to convention. Class limit: 15. Cost: $60  (preregister to 
order kit)

MaryPat  McManmon - Fuzzy Tails -
This is a  simple sewing project for all skill levels. Fuzzy Tails are essential to so many 

kite's stability. $10.00 kit



Lee Ann Pickens - Sand Anchor - 
Simple sewing skills are used to make a sand anchor for larger kites. $10.00 kit 

Lee Ann Pickens - Line Bag -
This simple beginners sewing project  builds a stuff sack for larger kite lines. $5.00 kit

 
Catherine Piotroski - AKA Kite Arch Project  Setup -

Getting started on making your sail for the AKA  Arch Kite project. Materials will be 
provided and a donation to the AKA is suggested.

Catherine Piotroski & Craig Rodgerson - AKA Kite Arch Project Introduction -
Planning designs and making your sail for the AKA  Arch Kite project.  Materials will be 

provided and a donation to the AKA is suggested. 

David Rike – Night Fly Time! 
The challenges and rewards of night flying with LED lights - A discussion with Dave 

about how to light up the sky at night. Dave specializes in show kites and ground displays, but
the will also talk about ways he's seen framed kites lit. This conversation has answers a lot of 
questions, so come with a notebook and a pen to take notes. No cost associated with this 
discussion.

Craig Rodgerson - AKA Kite Arch Project Assembly – 
Join the final assembly line and learn about fitting fiberglass spines, spar pockets, and 

sectional assembly, and sewing kites on the finished project.

Craig Rodgerson - Kondor Kite (4parts) - 
A 12 ft. wide light wind kite sewn from ripstop nylon and framed with carbon tubing.

Scheduled over 4 sessions.  $120 kit (preregister to order kit)
   
Craig Rodgerson - Diamond Kite (2parts) - 

Make a traditional diamond shaped kite in this 2 session sewing class. Basic Sewing 
skills are featured.  $30 kit (preregister to order kit)

Cassie Shook – Downsizing Kites Kollections - 
None of us are getting any younger, and there's an ongoing conversation about how to 

keep your treasured collection out of yard sales. This will be a discussion led by Cassie, 
talking about ways to downsize your collection before you're unable to manage it yourself. 
We'll talk about everything from what to give away, what to donate, what to sell, and how to 
get a fair value when you sell your used kites. Bring a notebook and a pen to keep notes. No 
cost associated with this discussion. 
 
Cassie Shook - Projector Skills - 

Let's use a digital projector to put a graphic on ripstop! We'll show you how to utilize a 
digital projector to help with your applique work. We'll all work on the diamond platform for the 
AKA arch so you can add another kite to the arch by the end of the week! Kite sail and black 
fabric provided. If you want to use something other than provided materials, you'll need two 
pieces of ripstop, measuring 20" square each.$10.



Scott Skinner/Cat Gabrel –  Cotton Kites - 
Scott and Cat will discuss the wonderful world of cotton as a kite sail material. Starting 

with Scott's homage the The Nantucket Kiteman, the Colorado Barn Door (CBD), Scott will 
show sewing and building techniques that will set you free to explore the wonders of cotton as
a primarily kite making material. Helpful sewing techniques will be discussed, hemp binding 
tape, and hemp and cotton line will be de-mystified for an all-natural-material kite project. 
Beginning cotton projects and cotton examples will be shown. Cat will be discussing the 
“cigarette” kites that surfaced on the internet in recent years.
 
Russell Schwarz & Chuck Jones, DURATON RECORD UPDATE - 

Russell Schwarz and Chuck Jones attempted a world record for kite duration aloft this 
in March 2026 on the Outer Banks. This session will go over the details, What they've 
learned, plans for 2027, and you can get involved. In addition, should conditions be favorable 
during the week, they may attempt a duration record for the location, either during or after 
convention. Stay tuned! 

Jon Trennepohl – Sticks and Stuff -
Award winning kite designer Jon Trennepohl presents an overview of carbon and 

fiberglass kite framing materials. He explores their use in single line, dual line, and quad line 
kites. Fittings, ferrules and techniques will be discussed.

Phillip Whitaker, A FIRST TIMER'S GUIDE TO THE CONVENTION 
Is this your first AKA convention? This workshop is an opportunity to meet other 

kitefliers and hear tips to get the most from a convention experience. 

Dave Young – Miniature Kite Make It Take It – 
This workshop ties in to the Thursday evening Miniature Kite Challenge.  Participants 

will make a miniature kite to participate in the challenge.

What's In The Bag? Kite Show & Tell – Unhosted - 
This is an open gathering at the beginning of the week to meet with old friends and 

make plans, exchange ideas, compare new toys and start the week at convention.

Create a Workshop – Unhosted -  
Workshop space is available to meet later in the week to compare notes and pursue 

common interests.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Workshops by Categories

Sewing Kite Workshops – Basic Skills
Fuzzy Tails - MaryPat  McManmon 
AKA Kite Arch Project  Setup - Catherine Piotroski -
AKA Kite Arch Project Introduction - Catherine Piotroski & Craig Rodgerson
AKA Kite Arch Project Assembly - Craig Rodgerson
Sand Anchor - Lee Ann Pickens 
Line Bag - Lee Ann Pickens



Diamond Kite – Craig Rodgerson (2 parts)
Sewing Kite Workshops – Advanced Skills
Kondor Kite  - Craig Rodgerson (4parts)
Octagon - Pyro Kite - Ben Huggett (6parts)

Non-Sewing Kite Workshops
AKA Education Committee Kite Making Workshop
Make & Take A Fighter Kite - Dave Young & Chuck Jones
Miniature Kite Make It Take It – Dave Young 

Creative Arts Workshops
Make & Take Snack Blaster - Gary Maynard & George Wright
Make & Take Greeting Card Class - Pam Bowden
Tie-Dye Fabric – Steve Anderson

Round Table Sessions - General
Sticks and Stuff - Jon Trennepohl
Downsizing Kites Kollections - Cassie Shook
Night Fly Time! - David Rike
Show kites & Safety 101 - David Rike and Dale Bowden
Cotton Kites - Scott Skinner/Cat Gabrel

Round Table Sessions - AKA Programs
Judging Handmade Kites – Jon Burkhardt
Duration Record Update - Russell Schwarz & Chuck Jones
A  First Timer's Guide To The Convention - Phillip Whitaker
2027 Group Travel Opportunity - Gary Mark and Steve Anderson 
Mike Jabot & Geoff Bland - Community Engagement - Lessons Learned

Kites and Technology 
Aeroconcepts for Kiting – Geoff Bland
Kite Fitting Design Using CAD - Paul Homan 
Technology in the Kite Workshop - Paul Homan 
3D Printing in the Kite Workshop - Paul Homan 
Projector Skills – Cassie Shook

Open Workshops 
What's In The Bag? Kite Show & Tell – Unhosted
Create a Workshop – Unhosted

Sport Kite
So, You Want to Fly To Music! - Jesse Kapsten – 
Judging Sport Kite Competitions - Jesse Kapsten 
Sport Kites Demystified - Jesse Kapsten 
The Sport Kite Symposium - Jesse Kapsten 

Craig Rodgerson September 16, 2026 11:00am edt


