
RULES SUMMARY FOR AKA'S NATIONAL KITEMAKERS’ COMPETITION 

 
This Summary provides a very brief overall description of the rules and procedures to be used in AKA's National 
Kitemakers’ Competitions. This Summary in no way replaces or abridges any of the rules contained within the official 
AKA Rules and Guidelines for Kitemakers’ Competitions, Microsoft Word - 2016 AKA Kitemakers' Competitions 
Rulebook2.  All contestants and staff of the competition should be familiar with the detailed rules and procedures 
before participating in these events. 
 
The purpose of the National Kitemakers’ Competition is to select the best handmade kites at AKA's Annual Convention in 
a variety of categories, as listed below. Judging will be conducted according to the detailed guidelines in AKA’s Rules and 
Guidelines for Kitemakers’ Competitions.  Judges will score kites according to the following judging criteria: 
  

 kite flight/kite handling,  
 aesthetic visual flight appeal,  
 craftsmanship, and 
 structural kite design. 

 
Kites will be judged, and prizes may be awarded, in the following competitive categories:  
 

 Bowed kites 
 Cellular and dimensional kites  
 Cooperative kites 
 Deltas and delta derivatives 
 Fighter kites 
 Figure kites  
 Flat kites 
 Indoor / Zero Wind kites 
 Rokkakus  
 Sky display, including Trains, Centipedes, Arch Trains, and Ribbons  
 Soft and flexible kites  
 Sport kites 
 An Open category.  

 
If there are fewer than 2 contestants in any one of the above categories, kites of that category may compete against 
kites of other low-entry categories in the Open category. 
 
The winner of each category becomes eligible for the judging for Grand National Champion.  Special Awards, including 
those for Novice Kitemaker, Innovation, Best Workshop Kite, Special Recognition, and other awards may also be given. 
 
The basic rules of competition are that  
 

 All competitors must be [1] current AKA members and [2] Convention registrants. 
 Only hand-crafted, individually produced kites may be entered.  
 Competitors may enter as many kites as they wish, but only one kite per category. Kites (or essentially identical 

copies of kites) that have previously won first place in a kite category or Novice awards at past AKA Conventions 
are not eligible for current or future AKA Kitemakers’ Competitions. 


