
AKA KITEMAKERS COMPETITION 
SCORING PROCEDURES 

 
Judging sheets will be provided to the judges for recording scores in each competitive kite 
category. The judges will list all competitors in that kite category on one judging sheet. 
 
Numerical scores are to be used. Scores for each of the judging criteria (flight, visual appeal, 
craftsmanship, and structural design) will range from 0 to 10, in one-tenth (0.1) increments. 
The following benchmarks are to be used: 
 

 10 points: THE VERY BEST POSSIBLE; NOTHING ELSE COULD BE BETTER. 
 5 points: EQUAL TO THE AVERAGE OF ALL KITES IN THIS CATEGORY.  
 0 points: AS POOR OR INADEQUATE AS EVER SEEN. 

 
It is anticipated that perfect scores (10.0) will seldom be given. Scores of zero are not expected 
to be given except in the most unusual circumstances. At the National Kitemakers' Competitions, 
the average scores are expected to be higher than those scores given at local competitions; hence, 
the average score at the National Kitemakers' Competition is expected to be in the 6.0 to 6.5 
range. 
 
The Contestant's average score for each of the four judging criteria (flight, aesthetic appeal, 
craftsmanship, and structural design) will be the sum of the numerical scores given for that 
criterion divided by the number of judges giving scores. Each score will be calculated to 
hundredth increments 
(.01). Ideally, five or more judges will be used for all scoring. If judging is done by five or more 
judges, the highest and lowest scores will be deleted before calculation of the average score, 
leaving the three or more middle scores to be averaged. When judging is performed by four or 
fewer judges, the scores of all judges will be summed in the creation of the average score. 
 
The contestant's total score for the competition will be the sum of the four average criteria 
scores for kite flight, aesthetics, craftsmanship, and structural design. The score will be 
calculated to hundredth increments (.01). The contestant receiving the highest overall total 
score of all competitors entered in that kite category will be declared the winner of that category. 
 
In a competitive category, if the sums of the contestants’ scores in the four scoring factors are 
tied, the tie will first be broken by the highest flight score. If the flight scores are tied, the tie 
will be broken by the decision of the judges, considering both originality and visual appeal. 
Ties not involving first, second, or third places will be recorded as ties. 
 
The contestant receiving the highest overall total score of all kites entered into any one of the 
individual kite categories will be declared the winner of that kite category. Only the winners of 
each kite category are eligible to become the overall winner, the Grand National Champion. The 
contestant receiving the highest overall total score of all of the winners of the individual kite 
categories will often be declared the Grand National Champion; however, the judges may, at 
their discretion, award the Grand National Champion award to a kite that did not have the 
highest score. 


