AKA KITEMAKERS COMPETITION JUDGING CRITERIA

Criteria for Judging Kite Flight and Handling

e Does the kite launch and take off easily, and then achieve a good angle of flight for its type? Is
the flight steady?

e Does the kite fly in a manner appropriate to its type?

e When flying with kites of similar design, does the handler demonstrate the kite's stability as
appropriate for this type of kite?

e Isthe flier able to keep the kite steady in variable winds? Does the flier maintain good control of
kite and line?

e Can the flier retrieve the kite to a controlled landing?

Criteria for Judging Aesthetic Visual Appeal While in Flight

e How attractive does the kite look while flying? Has the kitemaker created an attractive general
appearance? Has the kitemaker been able to create new or more attractive visual images for a
kite of a given category?

e To what extent does the surface of the kite contain original artwork? Copies of the work of
another artist will not be scored as highly as original kite art.

e For kites with traditional artwork, has the artwork been adapted to create new and unusual
visual effects never seen before but appropriate to the category?

e Does the kite have additional flight characteristics that are interesting and new for a kite of its
type?

e Do the colors contrast or blend well when the kite is flown nearby and at a distance?

e Does the mechanical structure of the kite enhance or detract from the appearance of the kite?
Is the mechanical structure integrated into the totality of the kite design?

e |s the kite's concept original?



Has the kitemaker extended our appreciation of this kite type by the artwork used? Are the
choices of the kite’s form and sail materials appropriate for the artistic concept?

Criteria for Judging Structural Kite Design

Does the structure contain significant unique or original features?

Does the structure use materials that are of sufficient but not excessive weight and strength for
the design?

Do the bridle and the kite structure distribute forces on the sail evenly and efficiently? Does the
kite maintain its intended shape or shapes in various wind speeds?

Does the kite's design, either very large or very small, use structural features to adapt to the
kite's size?

Does the structural design enhance the functioning of the kite?

Criteria for Judging Craftsmanship

What degree of skill and craftsmanship was required to make the kite?

Are lines or seams straight when they are meant to be straight? Are corners square? Are curves
smooth?

Do points meet and are seams uniform? Is the work neat, with threads and strings trimmed, no
marks or spots from oil, glue, or paint, and no ragged or burned edges?

Are the spars, joiners, connectors, reinforcements or pockets done well? Are bridle lines tied
securely and finished precisely?



