Workshops at the 2026 Convention

(Please note that this is a preliminary list and is subject to change)
Geoff Bland, AEROCONCEPTS FOR KITING

Kite flight is complicated. An outline of several aerodynamic concepts will be presented
to facilitate discussions that might help us unravel the behavior and mysteries of kite
flight. Included will be an overview of topics such as the influence of wind and
turbulence, kite stability and performance, structural and aeroelastic considerations,
and the impacts on safety and advanced kite design. Bring your observations and
questions and share in contributing to the evolution of kites for the next 2,500 years or
so.

Geoff Bland and Mike Jabot, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: LESSONS
LEARNED AND SOMETIMES FOLLOWED!

As we think of ways we can help spread our passion for kiting with others, many of us
have discovered some important takeaways from this work. From well-meaning
attempts that may have gone astray, we have found for example, there are easier places
to start than schools. This session will focus on the lessons learned (and sometimes
followed) during the 10 years of the NASA AREN Project, as well as highlighting tools
and tricks of our membership’s expertise and interests. Come learn and share!

Jon Burkhardt, JUDGING HANDMADE KITES

Come for two sessions, one before the competitions where participants can meet the
judges, find out what they are looking for, and how they determine who wins. Judges
will also answer questions in the second session at the end of the week, plus competitors
will have an opportunity to discuss their kites with each other.

Gary Maynard and George Wright II, MAKE AND TAKE SNACK BLASTER

In 2025, we couldn’t hold this class, so we’re going to try again in 2026! In the midwest
(or anywhere with fickle winds), we often have a challenge with kid’s candy drops. How
do you lift candy when there’s no wind for a kite? Well, Gary and George have the
answer: the Snack Blaster! Imagine a sporting event t-shirt cannon or a potato gun, but
for candy. That’s right, a candy cannon. It’s a sure-fire way to keep kids happy when
there’s no wind (or even if there is). George and Gary have been teaching this at U-
MAKE for years, and now they are bringing it to convention. Class limit: 15. Cost: $50
for materials.

Roundtable, AKA COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

Steve Anderson, Steve Ferrell, Gary Mark, and Torrey Lindeman have been working on
communications for the past year, and we hope you've seen a difference on the AKA’s
social media, especially Facebook. Now more than ever, we want your input and ideas



on how we can continue to improve communications from the AKA. Join this session to
give us your feedback and help us continue to grow the AKA’s presence online and AKA
membership.

Russell Schwarz and Chuck Jones, KITE FLIGHT DURATION RECORD
UPDATE

Russell Schwarz and Chuck Jones attempted a world record for kite duration aloft this
in March 2026 on the Outer Banks. This session will go over the details, what they’ve
learned, plans for 2027, and how you can get involved. In addition, should conditions be
favorable during the week, they may attempt a duration record for the location, either
during or after convention. Stay tuned!

Dave Young and Chuck Jones, MAKE & TAKE FIGHTER KITES

Build a No Sew Competition Fighter Kite with Fighter Dave Young! Dave will provide a
template for the fighter kite shape. You will learn to build a fast little fighter, which you
can take to the field for competition later in the week! Materials provided include: poly
films, Mylar, bamboo, carbon fiber, tapes, adhesives, bridle materials, and simple hand
tools. Bring your own scissors, utility knife, and cardstock or paper to trace the
template.

Steve Anderson, TIE-DYE KITE FABRIC

This class is about making custom tie-dyed fabric to use in your kitemaking. The first
part of the class covers examples of various Shibori techniques and other options for
preparing the fabric for dyeing using different methods. Once the fabric is prepared, we
will dye the fabric in a second session. After the fabric is dyed, the fabric will be rinsed,
ironed, and hung up to dry. Each participant will be able to take home their own custom
fabric! Class limit: 15. Cost: $10/yard.

Phillip Whitaker, A FIRST TIMER’S GUIDE TO THE CONVENTION
Is this your first AKA convention? This workshop is an opportunity to meet other
kitefliers and hear tips to get the most from a convention experience.

Gary Mark and Steve Anderson, 2027 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY—
CERVIA/ARTEVENTO

In 2025, we held a session covering must-see international festivals and international
kite travel. For this year’s convention, we’d like to try something more specific: traveling
to Cervia for Artevento 2027. We will cover the itinerary, estimated costs, ground
transportation, and hotel arrangements to get you to Italy in April 2027! Please come to
this session if you're interested in traveling with a group of AKA members to experience
this bucket-list festival.

Pam Bowden, MAKE & TAKE KITE GREETING CARD CLASS



Create and take home a beautiful set of kite-themed greeting cards! In this fun and
relaxed class, you’ll explore a variety of basic rubber-stamping techniques while
designing and creating unique cards perfect for any occasion. Whether you’re brand
new to stamping or already have some experience, you’ll enjoy learning simple
techniques that add creative touches and a personal flair to your handmade cards.

All materials are provided, including cardstock, decorative paper, ink, envelopes,
and a selection of kite stamps for each card. Everything you need will be ready for you,
so you can simply relax and enjoy the creative process from start to finish. Cost: $5.

KITE TECHNOLOGY
Paul Homan, KITE FITTINGS DESIGN

Are your kite designs tangled up on connections? Learn to design custom fittings, from
leading edge, Ts, and dihedrals, to more custom fittings for complex geometrical kites,
polygonal, multicell, and experimental designs. This class allows your sketch book to
soar! We'll go step by step through the Autodesk Fusion software, learning 3D modeling
fundamentals like sketching, parametric designs, spar and ferrule tolerance, and
strength considerations. Bring a laptop with Fusion installed and leave with a custom
fitting of your very own!

Paul Homan, 3D PRINTING FOR KITEMAKERS

This is a practical introduction to 3D printing focused on kitemaking. Novice or pro,
learn about kite specific materials, settings, and workflows. Following a brief printer
overview, learn about filament types, qualities and drawbacks, real-world considerations
like layer orientation, wall thickness, infill, and their effects on kite fitting strength.
Participants of my design class will physically create their fitting, using best practices
and troubleshooting. Also, there will be discussion of printing in workshops, along with
repairs, prototyping, and custom tools for the field.

Paul Homan, TECHNOLOGY IN THE KITE WORKSHOP

Modern technology is transforming modern kite design and build. This informative
session explores digital fabrication tools and technologies to improve precision,
consistency, and productivity in workshops for student or teacher. 3D printing, cutting
techniques, sublimation for graphics, and organization technologies can assist
kite-making design and assembly. Live demonstrations include laser cutting accuracy
for ripstop nylon panels, reinforcement patches, and repeatable components. Digital
cutting can dramatically improve edge quality, symmetry, and efficiency versus
traditional methods. There will be discussion on equipment selection, safety, workflow,
and workshop scalability.

Lindsey Johnson, FROM CONCEPT TO FLIGHT: REIMAGINING THE
GIBSON GIRL KITE



In this workshop, Lindsey presents a modern reinterpretation of the historic Gibson Girl
box kite, developed for the Oregon Kite Makers Retreat. Drawing on decades of hands-
on experience, he demonstrates how digital tools are reshaping the way kites can be
designed and built, Using Autodesk Fusion 360, Lindsey modeled the kite and
engineered a series of custom 3D-printed components, including a modern version of
the original collapsible “Spider” fitting—a key structural element of the Gibson Girl
design. A central part of the process was an ongoing collaboration with ChatGPT, used
not simply as a tool, but as a design partner to refine structure, size carbon tubes for
load, and iterate on fabrication methods. See how Al-supported design thinking can be
applied at any level, with or without access to advanced fabrication tools.

SPORT KITES

Jesse Kapsten, SO, YOU WANT TO FLY TO MUSIC!

Have you ever thought about flying to music? Maybe you have jammed along to some
tunes on your home field and had fun doing it. Now, you are interested in competing in
ballet, or performing at festivals. What do you need to consider putting together a
performance with your kite? How do you choose your music? What about wind,
weather, and your equipment? How do you choreograph your routine? Join us in a
discussion on all things flying with music!

Jesse Kapsten, JUDGING SPORT KITE COMPETITIONS

Get an inside look at how sport kite competitions are judged in this panel discussion
featuring expert judges. Drawing from the American Kitefliers Association and
International Rule Book, as well as STACK and the newer R-Sky formats, the panel will
cover Kkiting rules, judging priorities, and scoring. The session highlights the various
rules and what it means for competitors and judges alike. Ideal for new, as well as
experienced, pilots and judges.

Jesse Kapsten, SPORT KITES DEMYSTIFIED

Join us on the field (weather permitting) for this workshop covering the basics of sport
kiting. Workshop leaders will take you inside their kite bags and cover everything from
gear choice and set-ups, to tuning, and field etiquette. Depending on attendee interest,
this workshop may include flying tips, some basic instruction in flight, and tricks.

THE SPORT KITE SYMPOSIUM

It’s back! After a brief absence, the Sport Kite Symposium returns to the AKA
Convention. Taking on a new format as both virtual and in-person discussion with
attendees, members and non-members are welcome to participate. This year the
symposium will function as an “ask us anything,” hosted by the Sport Kite Committee.
Help steer sport kiting in the AKA and the Sport Kite Committee as we work to build
value and support the sport kiting community at large.



Sewing workshops, BRING YOUR OWN SEWING MACHINE

Over the last few years, the AKA convention has held hands-on sewing workshops and
they were a big success. A dedicated room for the sewing machines will be available in
the mornings for classes and in the afternoons for individuals to work on their own.
When not in use, the room will be locked for security.

In addition to their machines, attendees should plan to bring accessory tools such
as scissors, straightedge, thread, etc. Most sewing projects will require pre-purchase of
materials. To facilitate this, members must check the box on the registration form
indicating their desire to take one or more sewing classes. If you check this box, by mid-
August you will receive an email with a list of materials and the costs (if any) related to
each sewing class. Sewing classes are limited in size and registrants will have a reserved
spot based on the order of the responses in August. If you have questions regarding
sewing classes, you may email us at aka@aka.kite.org. All members without a sewing
machine are welcome to audit these classes.

Craig Rodgerson, ARCH KITES

Maybe you’ve seen the arch kites at previous conventions or during auctions. The sewing
room is open if you’d like to make a kite to add to an arch that will be built in Muncie.
Even if you’ve never made a kite, or have never even sewn, the scheduled arch kite
sewing sessions are for you. After learning the basics, you can just drop into the sewing
studio and put your ideas onto a kite sail. Experienced kitemakers are invited to make
custom panels for this community project. The finished arch will be sold in the auction
on Friday night, with the highest bidder taking it home after Saturday’s flight!

Craig Rodgerson, DIAMOND/EDDY KITE

This is a basic build of the traditional diamond kite. A finished kite can be sewn while
learning sewing techniques for all levels of experience, including basic tricks (folded
paper hem jig), appliqué shortcuts (design transfer to both sides of the cloth), and
starting the first cut on a small design.

Craig Rodgerson, BOX KITE

This is a basic build of the traditional box kite. A finished kite can be sewn while
learning sewing techniques for all levels of experience, including basic tricks (folded
paper hem jig), appliqué shortcuts (design transfer to both sides of the cloth), and
starting the first cut on a small design, along with many other tricks a room full other
kite builders can share.

Open Studio, SEWING

Do you have a workshop kite that needs finishing? Maybe you bought an extra kit?
Perhaps you're building a kite at home, and you’re stuck on how to finish it, or you
might have a kite that needs repairs. The sewing studio will have scheduled classes in
the morning but will be available for open studio work at other times per request. This is


mailto:aka@aka.kite.org

a great opportunity to ask other kitemakers for tips and ideas. If you want to sew in the
morning, please ask the workshop leader if that is acceptable.

This is a partial list of workshops being offered at this year’s convention.
For a variety of reasons, workshops may be changed, canceled, or
replaced without notice. More information will be available online at
www.kite.org after September 1, 2026. Exact meeting times will be
provided in the Convention Program upon arrival.
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