by Gary Engvall —
|V| aking kites and banners also makes a lot of scraps. Jeremy Johannesen of the New York Kite R, (e = =11

Enthusiasts kite club has a great line. He says: "Scraps? There are no scraps. There are just

bits of fabric with yet undetermined use." Admittedly, small scraps of ripstop can be great for

tuning up the sewing machine. But scraps can also become small bags for keeping track of things. Our

term for small bags of generic use is a 'ditty bag.' We use them for electronic cords of all kinds, and the

charger and cord for the two-way radios we use on the kite fields, even bags for the radios themselves.

The best material for small bags and kite sleeves is flag cloth ('uncoated' 200 denier Oxford Nylon).

This is the same material that is frequently used for banners because it wears longet, is more color-fast, and quieter in the wind than ripstop
nylon. Another thing that makes it great for these purposes is that it breathes. It allows moisture in the bags to dry out and avoid mildew.

] | = | \ \ To make a Ditty Bag 6" tall and 12" long:
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24" x 6" piece of fabric.
25" of zipper (note: one zipper can make two bags)
Zipper pull

Let's talk zippers: plastic zipper is a wonderful invention in that it can
be cut to any size. Plastic zippers come in different types and sizes.
We're going to use #5 coil zipper. A coil zipper is a long, wound 'spring’
of plastic. It is not as strong as Vislon zipper, the kind used on most
kite bags, but it is cheaper. It also has the advantage of being able to be
sewn thru, or over, without damaging the needle. It alsc has a front and
back, so it can only be sewn one way.

For the record, 'zipper feet' for sewing machines have their uses. I
don't use a zipper foot when sewing a zipper. I just offset the needle
as far as it will go.

Step 1: Cut the rectangle of fabric, 24" x 6".

Cut the zipper to 25", Separate the zipper, just pull it apart,
the whole 25" of it. We will only use one side (one half) of
the zipper, so 25" of zipper will make two bags.

Step 2: Coil zipper has a
top and a bottom. Put the
top, the 'teeth,' against
the fabric, and align the
edge of the zipper with
the edge of the fabric, and
extend the end of the zip-
per about half an inch
beyond the fabric. Offset
the needle in the sewing
machine as far to the left
as it will go.
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Step 3: Sew (straight stitch) the zipper to the fabric with the
needle offset to the left, and the presser foot against the teeth,
or as close to them as it can get. The teeth of the zipper are
against the fabric, the cloth-covered bottoms of the teeth face
up towards the presser foot. Sew all the way to the end. Remove
the piece, trim the threads, and open out the zipper so the teeth
are away from the fabric.
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Step 4: With the 'good' side of the fabric up, top-stitch the fab-
ric of the bag to the fabric of the zipper. Use the right edge of the
presser foot against the teeth of the zipper as a guide to get a
nice straight stitch.

Step 5: Install the zipper pull, or slider. Notice in the picture the
ends of the bag are lined up, not the ends of the zipper. When the
slider is installed on the bag, the ends should match. Just gently push
the slider on and both ends of the zipper will catch and zip together.
It may take more than one attempt to get it right.

Step 6: Once the slider is on the zipper, sew a 'bump,' or two,
across the ends of the zipper to keep it from ever coming apart.
The best way is to use maximum zig-zag, and either use the darn-
ing switch if your machine has one, or turn the stitch length to
zero so the machine will zig-zag back and forth in place. Notice,
with this machine, the presser foot was removed to make it easier
to center the zipper under the zig-zag.

Step 7: Trim the ends of the zipper using your favorite hot tool.
Then simply turn the bag inside-out and sew it closed. When the two
open edges of the bag have been sewn closed, turn it right-side out,
and it is ready to be used!
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| “I i' Membership Amlcatlon INDIVIDUAL Kiting via 3rd class mail $30 $58 $86 |
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O Renewal O Don't publish my name in the Dir. SPONSOR Kiting via 1st class mail
| O Reinstatement [0 Don't distribute my name outside AKA includes tax deductible contribution 100 200 300 ____ |
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| Address Email CANADA or MEXICO 8 15 22 |
I City State Zip OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL 10 19 28 '
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My primary interest is: [ all kinds of kites [J single-line kites [0 multi-line kites Send this form with your payment to: |
| American Kitefliers Association |
| Remdly For information call PO Box 1614 |

My local Club 800-AKA-2550 Walla Walla, WA 99362 USA l
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