
The American Kitefliers 
Association 

 

  
 

Copyright 2016  
The American Kitefliers Association  

All Rights Reserved. 
 
  



  

 



i  

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
 
The American Kitefliers Association is proud to present this 2016 update of the Rules and Guidelines 
for Kitemakers’ Competitions. 

 
This manual describes in detail the standards and procedures by which the AKA National 
Kitemakers’ Competitions will be conducted. It is our intention to make the process less confusing or 
mysterious, more open and fair, and therefore more enjoyable for everyone. 

 
We hope that festivals and events around the country will adopt these rules so that contestants, judges, 
and spectators will have a better idea of what to expect when they enter major competitions. 

 
Competition standards are designed to reward the qualities of excellence and originality. The 
procedures described in this publication are not intended to limit unique events or to stifle the 
originality of competitors. Judging standards should continually grow, evolve and adapt to new kite 
styles or designs. We welcome your comments, suggestions, criticisms, and improvements. 

 
The American Kitefliers Association thanks you, the artists, technicians, crafts people and visionaries 
of the kitemaking community, for your many contributions and innovations. In particular, we thank 
you for the joy that your creations have brought to all of us. 

 
 
 
 
 
Good winds! 

 
 
 
 
John Lutter 
President 
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 
 

The intent of this document, the American Kitefliers Association's Rules and Guidelines for Kitemakers’ 
Competitions, is to define the process by which AKA National Kitemakers’ Competitions will be 
conducted at AKA's Annual Conventions and to provide guidelines to facilitate an orderly and effective 
management of those competitions. It is intended that these guidelines be widely disseminated so that the 
competitors will understand the rules of the National Competition. 

 
A serious Kitemakers’ competition includes comprehensive measures of a kitemaker's ability to design 
and construct an attractive and well-performing kite. The creation of the kite is the focus of this 
competition. These guidelines provide a standardized format for those competitions, be they local, 
regional, or national events. 

 
These guidelines have evolved from the rules used at the past AKA National Kitemakers’ Competitions. 
Innovations have led to changes from year to year in an effort to improve conditions for the competitors, 
the judges, and the field crew. We expect that these guidelines will evolve further as future competitions 
bring new creations and inspirations. We welcome your suggestions and criticisms in the spirit of 
continuing improvements to these guidelines. Instructions on how to submit ideas to AKA to make 
improvements to these rules and guidelines are included in this booklet. 

 
 
 
Jon Burkhardt, Chair, 2016 Kitemakers’ Competitions Committee 
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  The 2016 AKA Kitemakers’ Competitions Committee: 
  David Ashworth, Adrianne Balmer, Karen Burkhardt, Mitch Cordover, Simon Crafts, Jim Gates, Kathy   
Goodwind, Donna Houchins, Bob Kelly, John Lutter, and Mike Mosman. 
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Jon Burkhardt, Ronda Brewer, Steve Ferrel, Jerry Houk, Barbara Meyer, John Pollock, Mike Shaw, Scott 
Skinner, Arnold Stellema, and Debbie Von Bokern.  
The 2005 AKA Kitemakers’ Competitions Committee: 
Jon Burkhardt, Steve Ferrel, Mary Gabby, Jerry Houk, Deb Lenzen, Barbara Meyer, Walt Mitchell, John 
Pollock, Mike Shaw, Scott Skinner, and Arnold Stellema. 

 
Persons involved in pre-2005 versions of AKA's rules for Kitemakers’ competitions: 
Bevan and Margo Brown, Jon Burkhardt, Steve Ferrel, Ron Gibian, David Gomberg, Kathy 
Goodwind, Adam Grow, Al Hargus III, Brooks Leffler, Bill Lockhart, Scott Skinner, Kevin 
Shannon, Charlie Sotich, Betty Street, Stan Swanson, and Leland Toy.  
Leland Toy prepared most of the illustrations in this booklet; others are by Jon Burkhardt. 
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SUMMARY OF AKA'S  
NATIONAL KITEMAKERS’ COMPETITIONS 

The purpose of this Summary is to provide a very brief overall description of the rules and procedures to 
be used in AKA's National Kitemakers’ Competitions. This Summary in no way replaces or abridges any 
of the rules and procedures contained within this Manual. All contestants and staff of the competition 
should be familiar with the detailed rules and procedures before participating in these events. 

 
The National Kitemakers’ Competition is for the purpose of selecting the best handmade kites at AKA's 
Annual Convention in a variety of categories, as listed below. Judging will be conducted according to the 
detailed guidelines in this booklet. 

 
Kites will be judged according to specified comprehensive criteria regarding  
 kite flight/kite handling, 
 aesthetic visual flight appeal, 
 craftsmanship, and 
 structural kite design. 

 
Kites will be judged in the following competitive categories:  
 Flat kites 
 Bowed kites 
 Figure kites 
 Rokkakus 
 Cellular and dimensional kites 
 Soft and flexible kites 
 Deltas and delta derivatives 
 Stunt and sport kites 
 Indoor / zero wind kites 
 Fighter kites 
 Sky display, including Trains, Centipedes, Arch Trains, and Ribbons 
 Cooperative kites  UFO (unclassified flying objects). 

 
If there are fewer than four contestants in any one of the above categories, the judges may decide that 
kites of that category may compete against kites of other low-entry categories in a "combined" category. 

 
The winner of each category becomes eligible for the judging for Grand Champion. Other Special 
Awards, including those for Novice Kitemaker, Most Innovative Kite, Mixed Media Kite, and Best Use 
of Traditional Materials may also be given. 

 
The basic rules of competition are that  
 All competitors must be AKA members and Convention registrants. 
 Only hand-crafted, individually produced kites may be entered. 
 Competitors may enter as many kites as they wish (but only one per category).  Kites (or essentially identical copies of kites) that have previously won awards at past AKA 

Conventions are not eligible for current or future AKA Kitemakers’ Competitions. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS 
  

   
GETTING ORGANIZED 

 
OVERALL OBJECTIVES 

When starting to organize any kite event, from the smallest local flies to AKA's National 
Convention, it's important to keep key objectives in mind. Among the most important is that the event is 
supposed to be enjoyable even fun! for everyone, including those responsible for its organization 
and operation. Over the years, it has been forcefully demonstrated that, for the National Kitemakers' 
Competitions to be enjoyable for all involved, they must be completed promptly. (An awards ceremony 
can be conducted on a subsequent day.) The procedures described in this booklet are intended to create 
well-organized, intelligent, equitable, and enjoyable National Kitemakers' Competitions. 

 
This booklet documents the process by which AKA's National Kitemakers' Competitions will be 

conducted at AKA's Annual Conventions and provides guidelines to facilitate an orderly and effective 
management of those competitions. It is intended that these guidelines be widely disseminated so that the 
competitors will understand the rules of the National Competition. 

 
Competitive events should attempt to advance knowledge about kites and kiteflying, including 

their artistic and technical components. Kitemakers' Competitions are also for the purpose of honoring the 
efforts and imagination of persons who invest substantial time and effort in creating high-performance, 
attractive, well-crafted, and innovative kites. Excellence against a comprehensive set of standards will be 
rewarded. 

 
 ADVANCE PLANNING 
 

Producing a Kitemakers' Competition requires a considerable amount of advance planning on the 
part of the Event Coordinator, who has many critical functions to perform, including establishing the 
overall framework for the competition, publicizing and disseminating information, and enlisting the aid of 
a support crew. 

 
A general overview of the program must be kept in mind when organizing a competition. 

Considerations such as obtaining required permits, site planning, selecting judges and field officials, 
scheduling events, providing for logistics and communication, registering the competitors, tallying scores, 
selecting award winners, documenting the event, conducting the awards ceremony are among the 
important tasks that must be accomplished within a relatively short period of time. 
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Defining and delegating particular tasks allows Event Coordinators to spend their time 
performing their duties with minimal stress. Planning far in advance of a competition will ensure 
the success of an event for the participants and audience alike. 

 The guidelines and requirements outlined in this booklet provide the Event Coordinator with 
the tools necessary to operate an event that has continuity and standardization. Following these rules 
and requirements will legitimize any Kitemakers' Competition. These guidelines allow for the 
flexibility needed to operate in different locations. 

 
 FIELD STAFF AND OFFICIALS 

A well-run National Kitemakers' Competition may require between 15 and 20 volunteers for 
smooth operations. Local Kite Clubs that are affiliates of the AKA are a logical source of persons to 
serve as field staff and officials due to their interest, knowledge and enthusiasm for kiting. Many local 
club members are AKA members who are familiar with kiting events and competitions. Kite Clubs 
provide a wealth of eager volunteers willing to participate in putting an event together. Be aware that 
all staff members are volunteers who are donating their time to make your competition possible. Be 
courteous and reasonable; provide for the comfort of your staff. 

 
 
Functions That You Will Need to Perform 

 The following functions must be performed to run a viable event. Ideally, you will have one or 
more persons to fulfill each function. Many individuals can fill most of these positions; the exceptions 
are Judges and Event Coordinators, who need in-depth kiting experience. All others can be briefed 
prior to the event as to the exact nature of their duties. Field Officials should wear some form of 
identification while in the competition arena. All positions are required in all cases except those of 
Staging Officer and Launch Assistants. One person can take on more than one position so long as the 
duties of each position are filled, but one person cannot fill positions that need to be performed 
simultaneously.  

Event Coordinator The Event Coordinator is responsible for planning and organizing 
the event. This person will obtain AKA sanctioning of the event, 
arrange for all necessary permits, publicize the event, choose all 
other staff, prepare schedules, and disseminate information about 
the event. 

 
Head Judge The Head Judge is responsible for conducting the competition in 

accordance with the rules of this Rulebook and for selecting and 
managing the judging staff. He or she gives work assignments and 
makes necessary schedule or field changes as necessary. The Head 
Judge makes the final decisions on all protests, ties, and rules not 
covered in this rulebook. 

 
Operations Manager The Operations Manager is in charge of the entire field, layout, 

operation, and schedule. The Operation Manager schedules the Judges, 
Scorekeepers, Field Directors, Staging Officer, and Safety Crew. 
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Field Marshall A Field Marshall will be in charge of the flow of action for 
each competition. The contestants, Staging Officer, 
Messengers, and Safety Crew will be under the direction of the 
Field Marshall of a particular field or indoor/zero wind flying 
facility. The event will be timed by the Field Marshall. The 
Field Marshall will be in charge of field set-up and cleanup. 

 Judges Judges are responsible for determining the scores of each 
kitemaker. They record their scores on judging sheets and pass 
their scores to the Messenger, Scorekeeper or Head Judge. It is 
recommended that five Judges apiece (but, in no circumstance, less 
than three apiece) be used for judging: 

 
1. Kite Flight and Flight Handling, 
2. Aesthetic Visual Flight Appeal, 
3. Craftsmanship, and 
4. Structural Kite Design. 

 
A team of five judges is recommended for each of these criteria. The 
first two criteria will be judged while the kites are in flight; the same 
five judges may judge both in-flight criteria, or different 5-judge 
panels may be used for each criterion. The third and fourth criteria will 
be judged after the kites have been brought down to the ground, again 
by separate or the same 5-judge panels. As the judging in the air and 
on the ground occur at separate times, the judges for the in-flight 
criteria may also judge the on-the-ground criteria. Thus, five to ten is 
the recommended total number of judges at the National 
Kitemakers' Competitions. 

 
Registrars The registrars take competitors' entry forms and issue the 

competitors' identification numbers. The Registrars record each 
entrant's name and competition number on master score sheet. They 
collect all pertinent information and direct the contestants to the 
flying arena. 

 
Scorekeepers Scorekeepers are responsible for preparing score sheets and for 

the collection and tabulation of scores. 
 
Announcers One or more persons will staff the public address system to inform 

spectators and contestants about the event. Announcers should be 
able to discuss kites and competitions in general, the rules of the 
specific event, and give details about contestants which have been 
provided on entry blanks. 

 
Staging Officer The Staging Officer is in charge of the flier order. The Officer guides the fliers into and out of the performance arena. 
 
Safety Crew The Safety Crew is responsible for keeping spectators out of 

the competition arena. They will make fliers aware of unsafe 
conditions or improper behavior. 
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Launch Assistants Volunteers should be available to help contestants launch their kites 

in the competition arena (when necessary). 
 
Messengers Messengers or runners will take judging sheets from the Judges to 

the Scorekeepers and will provide other assistance to the Field 
Marshall and Head Judge as requested. 

 
Photographer A photographer should create a visual record of the competition's 

entrants and winners. 
 
Combining Functions 

 It is sometimes useful to have one person perform several of the functions listed above. This is 
particularly true for smaller, regional festivals (but less so for the National Kitemakers' Competitions). 
For example, the Event Coordinator, Operations Manager, and the Head Judge positions may be filled 
by the same person. Scorekeepers and registrars may share duties, and launch assistants and 
messengers may share duties. By combining functions, you can reduce the overall numbers of persons 
needed to run the competition. 

 
 SCHEDULING EVENTS 

Kitemakers' Competitions can include many kite categories of competition, plus Special Awards, 
depending on the number of competitors and the size of the event. Each kite category is judged on four 
different criteria. Judging requires two parts: judging while in flight (flight and aesthetics judging) and 
judging on the ground (craftsmanship and structural design judging). For national competitions, the flight 
judging and the ground judging may take place on different days and at different locations. 

 
Scheduling is a critical part of an event. Smaller events can reduce the number of competitive 

categories if there are few contestants, but the judging criteria must remain the same. Usually, there 
should be at least four contestants entered in a category for a competition to be conducted for that 
category at AKA's National Kitemakers' Competitions. 

 
Wind and weather play a large role in planning for an event. Conditions can never be determined 

ahead of time, but some considerations of types of kites and when to fly them might aid in scheduling an 
event. Schedule light wind kites early in the day and heavy wind kites after noon. Indoor/zero wind kites 
may be scheduled at any time an appropriate facility is available. 

 
The National Kitemakers' Competition will use a printed schedule that will inform contestants 

and other interested parties when a particular type of kite will be judged. Approximately one-half hour 
will be allowed for each competitive category. To the extent possible, the schedule for the competition 
will be announced in advance (for example, by publication in Kiting). 

 
 LOGISTICS 

Site planning should be a major consideration. Diagrams defining the competition arena should 
be drawn up prior to the event. The layout of the field will depend largely upon the prevailing winds and 
the judging procedure. The field should measure at least 250' by 250' and the path of traffic determined in 
advance. Remember to lay out the field so that spectators will have excellent viewing opportunities. 



5  

   The flying area for the indoor/zero wind competition will be designated at the Convention or other 
event. The area can include walls and ceilings if they do not present a safety issue. Spectators should be 
outside the flying area.  The minimum indoor flying space dimensions are 35 feet in length and width and 
20 feet of height with no obstructions suspended from the ceiling within the flying space. Larger facilities 
should be used if possible. 

 
Communications are essential! Contestants need to know when events are taking place or if there 

is any change in the schedule. A central Command post should be set up where registration, information, 
and schedules are posted. A 10' x 20' tent could serve as the required focal point. 

 
A well-stocked and well-staffed First Aid Station is highly recommended for any major kite 

festival. 
 
 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

A sound system should be provided. (For the sound system, and for the scorekeeper's computer, 
it will be necessary to have electrical power on the field.) An announcer should inform the audience and 
performers about 

 
   the event, 
  when and where the activities will happen, 
  biographies of the fliers (prior to their flights),  

   sponsors of the event, 
  the kites and their histories, 
  upcoming events, and 
  other information as necessary. 

 
One section of the stage or tent should shelter the sound equipment. 

 
Cellular telephones, portable hand radios or radio headsets allow for interaction between the 

Announcer, the Head Judge, Registrars, Field Directors, and Event Organizer. If using radios, a 
minimum of four headsets that leave hands free and can be switched to at least two different bands will 
aid in running a smooth event. 

 
Event organizers who provide tents, food, shade, tables, chairs, and water keep their volunteers 

performing at their peak. Nearby toilets help to keep schedules on time. A happy crew ensures a 
successful event. 

 
Judging kits need to be assembled in advance of the competition. These should include 

clipboards, pens or pencils, lists of judging standards for each criterion (see Chapter 6), judging sheets, 
and a Judge's badge, nametag, hat, or clothing. There will be separate judging sheets for each kite 
category. Each category and its identifying letter will be identified on each judging sheet. AKA's 
Kitemakers' Competitions Committee and the AKA Archives will have judging sheets, tally sheets, and 
scoresheets to be used for creating the judging kits for the National Kitemakers' Competitions at AKA's 
conventions. 

 
Registrars should have the following supplies: tables and chairs, lots of registration forms, 

copies of the rules to distribute to participants, lots of pens and pencils, numbered bibs for the 
competitors or felt-tip markers for making the contestants' identification numbers (see Chapter 4), safety 
pins, clips, or kiteline to attach the numbers to the contestants, and paper weights to keep papers from 
blowing. 
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Scorekeepers typically require a personal computer plus a sheltered location, with tables and 

chairs, for its use. Hand-held calculators, pens, and paper are often also necessary. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS 
 
 
 

   
OVERALL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
The AKA National Kitemakers' Competitions will be conducted according to the following rules. 

Rules not only establish continuity and fairness in the competition but also are designed to produce a 
successful event. Suggestions for changes in the rules may be submitted to AKA's Kitemakers' 
Competitions Committee according to the instructions in Appendix A. 

 
1. All entrants of the National Kitemakers' Competition at the AKA Convention must be registered 

for the entire Convention and current AKA members. 
 
2. Competition is open to handmade, handcrafted kites flown by the maker of the kite. 

 
3. Competitors may enter as many categories as they wish, but must enter a separate kite for each 

category. Kites that are essentially identical to kites flown in other competitive categories may 
not be entered, with the exception of the following category: Sky Display, including Arches and 
Ribbons and Trains and Centipedes. Only one entry per category is allowed (with the exception 
of Cooperative entries: refer to the definition of the Cooperative Category in item 8 below and in 
Chapter 3 for more information). 

 
4. Kites or essentially identical copies of kites that have won any prize in kite or special award 

categories in AKA National Kitemakers' Competitions at previous AKA Conventions are not 
eligible to compete in subsequent National Kitemakers' Competitions. 

 
5. A miniature kite is one where the longest dimension in which the kite is rigid is not more than 12 

inches.  Kites entered in the fighter kite category — no matter what their size — do not qualify as 
miniatures. 

 
6. Flight time and line length: 

 
a. All kites must fly for a minimum total of 5 minutes, except indoor/zero wind kites, whose 

minimum flight time is 2 minutes. Generally, kites that fly continuously for the required 
minutes will score higher than kites requiring more than one launch. 

 
b. Stunt or sport kites must perform at least one loop to the left and one loop to the right. 

 c. Other multi-line kites should demonstrate the enhanced control offered by multiple control 
lines. 

 
d. Fighter kites will do a right spin on one side of the window, and then travel across the 

window and do a left spin on the other side. The track across the window should be straight 
and true. The flyer should be able to bring the kite into an almost overhead position, and also 
a controlled dive on demand. 
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e. Indoor/zero wind kites must demonstrate a positive flight angle and must perform at least 

one up and over maneuver. The flyer must demonstrate the ability of the kite to increase and 
decrease altitude and turn both left and right within the flying space by control of the kite 
line or lines and the motion of the flyer. 

f. Each kite must fly in a manner appropriate for its type. 
 7. Line Length: 
 

a. Except for miniature kites, fighter kites, indoor/zero wind kites, and arches & ribbons, 
all single line kites must fly with a minimum 100 feet of flying line. 

 
b. Miniature kites must fly with a minimum line length of 20 times their longest dimension, 

excluding the tail. 
 

c. Stunt or sport kites must fly on a line set of between 50 and 100 feet. 
 

d. Fighter kites are to be flown on at least 50 feet of line. 
 

e. When flown indoors, indoor/zero wind kites must be flown on a minimum 5 feet of exposed 
line. 

 8. Entries made collaboratively by several people or a kite designed by one person and constructed 
by a second person must be scored in the Cooperative kite category. In order to qualify in the 
Cooperative category, all members of the group must have had significant hands-on 
participation in the entry s design or construction. All makers of the entry must be current 
members of the AKA, but not all kitemakers need to be present at the kite judging and flight. In 
Kitemakers' competitions, a kitemaker may be affiliated with multiple cooperative teams, but 
may be affiliated with only one cooperative team for each different kite category. The entry will 
be judged according to the requirements of an entry of that type. Only one kite may be entered 
per category (kite type) by any contestant; either as an individual or part of a cooperative team. 
Group projects involving kite clubs do not count as the one cooperative entry in the category.  
Cooperative kite competitors must qualify according to the more specific instructions for 
cooperative kites found in Chapter 3.  

9. All parts and pieces of the kite submitted to the Craftsmanship and Structural Design Judges must 
have been flown with the kite for the Kite Flight and Flight Handling Judges. Contestants may 
not add any decorations or structural elements after judging begins. 

 
10. A kite damaged during flight judging may be repaired by the flier and resubmitted for flight 

judging before the judging time is over, if permission is first given by the Head Judge. 
Replacement of damaged portions of the kite is allowed, although significant alterations such as 
adding bridles or spars not used on the first flight attempt will not be permitted. 

 
11. Protests and requests for special exemptions will be directed to the Head Judge or Event 

Coordinator for a ruling or clarification. Protests and requests for special exemptions must be 
submitted according to the procedures specified in Chapter 5 of this rulebook to be considered. 

 12. If the wind drops or rises to speeds unreasonable for successful flights, judging may be postponed 
until a more favorable time. In the interest of maintaining the schedule of events posted, 
competitors are responsible for adhering to the schedule as posted or as modified and reporting to 
the competition when required to do so. See Chapter 5. 
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13. Scores will be available for competitors to view after the competition, but specific scores will not 
be identified with specific judges. 

 
14. Contestants will refrain from any unsafe, disruptive, obscene, or unsportsmanlike conduct. 

 
15. Any failure to observe these rules may result in disqualification from the competition by the 

Judges or the Head Judge. 
 
16. In the event of questions, problems, or disputes, the Head Judge is the arbiter of all such issues. If 

the competitor is not satisfied with the Head Judge’s response, the protest may be referred to the 
Chair of the Kitemakers Competition Committee. If the Chair cannot resolve the protest, the 
competitor may protest, in writing, to the Kitemakers Competition Committee. Members of the 
committee in attendance at the Convention will resolve the issue. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS  3 
COMPETITIVE CATEGORIES 

 
There will be two general groups of competition: (1) by type of kite, and (2) special awards. 

 
 AWARDS BY KITE CATEGORY 

Subject to the conditions listed below, and according to the judging and scoring procedures 
described in detail in Chapter 6, awards will be given in the following kite categories. It is anticipated 
that, for each kite category, first, second, and third place awards will be given. 

 
Each kite category will be judged separately, according to the same criteria, without regard to any 

kites flown in other categories. Identical judging procedures will be similar for each kite category: each 
category will be identified on each sheet. Judges will be given the judging standards for each of the four 
judging criteria (see Chapter 6) listed on a separate sheet for easy referral during the judging of each 
category. 

 
Usually, there should be at least four contestants registered in a category in order for that category 

to be considered competitive. If there are less than four entrants, the Head Judge may combine a low- 
entry category with another if the particular kite categories have some similar attributes. (For example, 
Figure kites could be combined with Flat or Bowed Kites.) If there are less than four entrants in any 
category, which cannot be readily combined with another category (such as Cellular and Dimensional), 
then the Head Judge may decide that there will be no competition in that category, or that kites of that 
category may compete against kites of other low-entry categories. 

 
The following categories of competition will usually be used in Kitemakers' Competitions at the 

AKA National Convention: 
 

 Flat kites 
 Bowed kites 
 Figure kites 
 Rokkakus 
 Cellular and dimensional kites 
 Soft and flexible kites 
 Deltas and delta derivatives 
 Stunt and sport kites  Sky display, including arch trains, ribbons, trains, and centipedes 
 Fighter kites 
 Indoor / zero wind kites 
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 Cooperative kites  UFO (unclassified flying objects). 
 

The Head Judge will assign kites, which do not readily fit within any of the above 
categories, to a competitive category. 

 
 

1. FLAT KITES:  The lifting surface is a single plane.  When configured for flight, the kite is 
flat when laid on the ground. Flat kites are usually a simple geometric shape. Hexagons, 
cobras, and della Portas are all examples of flat kites. Flat kites usually require tails for 
stability. 

 
2. BOWED KITES: The lifting surface is a single plane, 
bowed by use of a fixed or variable dihedral or bowed spar. 
When configured for flight, the kite is bowed [not flat] 
when laid on the ground. Eddys, edos, Bermudas, rollers are 
all examples of bowed kites. 

 
 

3. FIGURE KITES: The shapes of these 
kites represent persons, animals, or other 
objects. Examples of such representations 

include kites depicting birds, fish, serpents, and people. The figure represented by 
the kite should be discernable to knowledgeable observers. Kites whose surfaces 
are decorated with pictures or representations of persons, animals, or other objects 
are not considered to be figure kites. 

 
 4.  ROKKAKUS: Rokkaku kites must be six-sided and 

framed so that they are taller than wide. Their cross spars 
are usually the same length and are generally flown without 
a tail. 

 
 
 5.  CELLULAR AND DIMENSIONAL KITES: The kite design, 

often with the help of sails, bracing, or the sail surfaces which are 
also lifting or stabilizing surfaces. TriD Box, Snowflakes, 
Tetrahedrals are examples of cellular and dimensional kites. 

  
6.  SOFT AND FLEXIBLE KITES: These three-dimensional kites 
depend on the force of the wind on the kite, not on a rigid frame, to give 
the kite its shape. These kites may change their shape depending on the 
force of the wind. Soft kites have no spars. Flexible or semi-rigid kites 
may incorporate spars, with the spars going in one direction or one plane 
only. Parafoils, sleds, and circoflexes are all examples of soft and flexible 
kites.  
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7.  DELTA AND DELTA DERIVATIVES: These kites often have  
triangular wings. They have spars on the leading edge of the wings,  
which can pivot on the spreader bar. One or more longitudinal spars  
help the kite to keep its shape. A keel is usually used but is  
not always necessary. 

 
 

8.  STUNT AND SPORT KITES: These are kites that use more than 
one flying line to launch the kite into the air and to control its flight 
patterns. These kites are designed for the purpose of making high-
performance maneuvers in flight. The kitemaker must be able to control 
the flight of the kite through certain basic maneuvers to be specified by 
the Flight Judges to meet the minimal flight requirements of this 
category. 

 
 

9. SKY DISPLAY: The entire display of all elements attached to a line or lines supported by a kite or 
kites, including the kite(s). All items attached to the line(s), and the kite(s) must be hand made by the 
competitor.  The builder is free to use his or her imagination and is limited only by his or her creativity. 
As in every other category, the entry will be judged for Flight, Visual Appeal, Craftsmanship, and 
Structural Design. Not included in this category are entries that consist solely of a kite and a kite tail. 
Trains, centipedes, arch trains, and ribbons are included in Sky Display. 
 
TRAINS AND CENTIPEDES: Trains and centipedes are multiple kites of any shape or 
structure that are connected by lines to each other. For this competition, at least five 
kites or segments of the train are required as the minimum number of kites attached to 
each other to qualify as a train. Centipedes usually have three or four connecting lines 
and trains usually have one or two. This is not always the case and is not the 
determining factor. Each member of the train need not be the same size and shape, but 
the entire flying structure should be a functional and visual sum of its individual parts. 

 
 
 

ARCH TRAINS AND RIBBONS: Arch 
trains consist of multiple kites linked end 
to end with a common line and tethered (or  
held in place) at both ends of the train. Arch ribbons are 
formed from a continuous piece of fabric that is tethered 
to the ground (or held in place) at both ends of the ribbon. 

 
 
 

10. FIGHTER KITES: Fighter kites are single line maneuverable kites. 
The kitemaker must be able to control the flight of the kite through certain 
basic maneuvers to be specified by the Flight Judges to meet the minimal 
flight requirements of this category. Examples would be hata, buka, and 
others. 

 
11.  INDOOR/ZERO WIND KITES:  Indoor/zero wind kites may be of 
any kite type or design but must be capable of zero wind flight. 
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12. COOPERATIVE KITES: These are kites made by two or more persons with significant 
contributions by all parties. Cooperative kites will be judged by the criteria appropriate for the type of kite 
entered. 
 
The intent of the cooperative kite category is to give kitemakers an opportunity to work together to produce 
unique kites that might not be produced otherwise. In order to qualify in the Cooperative Kite category, 
all parties must have significantly contributed in a "hands on" fashion to the successful design and construction of the kite entered into the Cooperative Kites category.  Each party in a cooperative team 
must contribute to at least one, but preferably more, of the following: kite design, graphical design, 
structural design, or construction of sails or structure. All members of the cooperative kite team must be 
identified; all team members must be current members of the AKA, but not all team members need to be 
present at the competition. 
 
The Cooperative Kite category is intended for persons or groups of people who have gotten together for the 
express purpose of designing and constructing a particular kite or kites.  It is expected that multiple 
interactions between team members will have been required during the design and construction process.  
Entries into the Cooperative Kite category are encouraged from kite clubs, teams of two or more persons, 
and other groups, associations, or pairings. 
 
The following kinds of kites DO NOT QUALIFY as cooperative kites: 
  Kites purchased from another kitemaker.  Kites made by one person from published or personal plans of another kitemaker.  Kites built to order by another kitemaker.  Kites made in a class or workshop or kites built from materials supplied in a kit that other 

persons could also use to build a similar kite from the materials in the kit.  Kites constructed by one person and flown by another.  Kites constructed by one person and bridled by another unless, in the Head Judge's opinion, the 
bridling system is very complex or represents a very unique design concept that has not been 
previously used in kites. 
 

A person who sells goods (such as materials, structural elements, or fittings) or services (sewing, 
fabricating, or producing kites) cannot be considered a member of a Cooperative Kite team unless the 
goods or services provided in the design and construction of this particular kite were not sold, are unique to 
this kite, and are not available for sale to anyone else. 
 
Only one kite may be entered per kite type category by any contestant, either as an individual or part of a 
cooperative team. A kitemaker may be affiliated with multiple cooperative teams, but may be affiliated 
with only one cooperative team for each different kite category. Group projects involving kite clubs do not 
count as the one cooperative entry in the category. Only one trophy will be awarded to any one team. 
Winners in this category will not be considered for the Novice Awards, and will not lose their novice 
status. 
 
The Head Judge may question potential Cooperative Kite contestants on the contributions of each of the 
members of a cooperative kite team to determine if the kite truly qualifies in the Cooperative Kite category 
for the competition. 

 13. UFO (UNCLASSIFIED FLYING OBJECTS): This competitive category will be used only when 
there are kites entered in the competition that do not readily fit within any of the above categories. Prior 
approval of the Head Judge is required to enter this category. 
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SPECIAL OR OVERALL AWARDS FOR KITEMAKERS 
The following is a list of optional awards, which may or may not be given, at the discretion of the judges, 
in light of the kites entered in any given competition. Except as noted elsewhere, only one prize will be 
given for each of the following awards, but the judges may elect to identify key contestants in each 
category as a means of honoring the efforts of those kitemakers. 

 
GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPION — The winner in each of the above competitive categories 
becomes eligible for this award. The Judges will assess the merits of the individual category winners 
against each other. The Grand National Champion will not necessarily be the entry having the highest 
point total in the judging of the individual kite type categories. The Grand National Champion also 
maintains first place in his or her category. 

 
MOST INNOVATIVE — This award will be determined by the subjective judgment by the Judges for 
uniqueness or innovation in design of frame, use of graphics, or flight characteristics. This award is open 
to all kites in the competition, not just those that have the highest scores in their categories. Any kite or 
component entered in the competition will be considered. 

 
NOVICE KITEMAKERS — Kites made by persons who have never won an award (first, second, or 
third place) in any kite category at any previous National Kitemakers' Competition at an AKA 
Convention are eligible for this category of awards. All persons who qualify as novice kitemakers and 
declare themselves to be novices automatically qualify for this award. All total competitive scores in all 
the competitive categories, except cooperative, of all kitemakers who meet the above criteria for novices 
will be ranked, and awards will be presented to the three-novice kitemaker with the top overall score. 
(After receiving an award in this category, a kitemaker will no longer be considered a novice. 

 
MIXED-MEDIA KITES — This category includes those kites whose surface has been altered by the 
application of paint, dye, paper, or other material to enhance the visual appeal of the kite. The sail 
material can be paper, fabric, Tyvek, Mylar, plastic or other. Kites made totally of fabric without 
painting or other surface enhancement are not eligible for this award. 

 
BEST USE OF TRADITIONAL MATERIALS — An award may be presented to the kitemaker whose 
kite most closely adheres to the original techniques and materials in use when kites of this style were first 
built. 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION — At the discretion of the judges, an award may be given to a kite or 
kitemaker exhibiting exemplary qualities. This award would probably be given to a kite or kitemaker not 
receiving other awards. 

 
HIGHEST SCORE — An award will be given to the entry that receives the highest score in each 
criterion — Flight, Craftsmanship, Visual Appeal, and Structural Design — from all categories combined. 

 
 OTHER AWARDS 
 
AKA usually makes awards that are not based on the opinions of the judges of the Kitemakers' 
Competition. These awards typically include the following: 

 
PEOPLE'S CHOICE — This award is based on a vote of all registered attendees at the convention. All 
kites flown by registered convention attendees are eligible. 
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BEST KITE ACCESSORY — Anything that doesn't qualify as a kite may be entered. Examples include 
windsocks, reels, banners, tools, bags, or windbreaks. 

 
 
 

The pages that follow contain representative sketches of many types of kites. Leland Toy 
provided most of the drawings; Jon Burkhardt drew others. They are for your inspiration and 
historical reflection. These sketches are not intended to be precise interpretations of the competitive 
categories. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS 

 4 
PROCEDURES FOR THE COMPETITION  

PRECOMPETITION STAFF MEETING 
A preflight meeting of judges and field personnel will be held in order to: 

 
1. Introduce contest officials. 
2. Confirm schedule of competitive categories. 
3. Answer or clarify any questions about the scoring or judging. 
4. Explain field layouts and flow of action. 
5. Announce last-minute changes to the schedule, process, or fields. 6. Review and gain practice in applying the judging criteria to create consistent numerical scores. 

 
 
REGISTRATION 

All competitors must register in advance of the competition for a particular category or kite class. Competitors may pre-register before the day of the competition, but they are not required to do so. All 
persons intending to compete in a specific competitive category should report to the Registration Desk at 
least one-half hour prior to the scheduled competition for that category. 

 
 IDENTIFICATION OF THE CONTESTANTS 

Fliers must report to the Registration desk where they will be given competition numbers to be 
prominently displayed on the kitefliers throughout the competition. Fliers must fill out registration forms 
before being allowed to compete. Fliers without proper ID numbers will not be allowed on the field or 
arena of competition. 

 
 SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITIES 
 

Fliers in each category will be directed to queue up in the staging area prior to the judging of that 
category. Fliers will be responsible for checking the schedule to confirm the judging times of their 
categories. 
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Flight Judging 
 

Judging will typically begin with a mass ascension of all kites in that kite category, except that 
the Indoor/ Zero Wind flight will not include a mass ascension as part of the flight judging.  If the Head 
Judge determines that a mass ascension is required, all competitors in that kite category must participate 
in the mass ascension. While kites are in flight, the Kite Flight and Handling Judges and the Aesthetic 
Visual Appeal Judges will score the kites according to the scoring procedures described in Chapter 6. 

 
When the Flight Judges are ready to judge the entrants, they will inform the Field Marshall. The 

Field Marshall will direct fliers to the correct flying area, assign launch assistants if needed, and guide the 
fliers through the flying phase of competition. Fliers should make sure the Field Marshall has noted their 
competition number and knows when they are ready to launch. The Field Marshall will inform fliers and 
judges when timing begins and ends. The Field Marshall will then direct fliers to exit the flying area. 
Fliers should retrieve their kites as quickly as possible and exit to prepare the flying area for the next kite 
category. At the discretion of the judges, kites which do not achieve minimum flight standards (see 
Chapter 2, item number 5) may not be allowed to continue on to the ground judging. The ground 
judging may occur on the field or arena after the flight judging, or the ground judging may occur at a 
different place and time. Kites are to be brought to the judges for ground judging; judges will not search 
for missing kites or kitefliers! 

 
Ground Judging 

The ground judging criteria of a category will take place after the flight portion of that category 
or all categories. Structural Design and Craftsmanship Judges will examine kites in the ground judging 
area. They will record fliers' scores on judging sheets for each kite category.  

 
Event Documentation  

 
During the competition, a photographer will take a picture of each flier and their kite. Each 

competitor's Competition Number should be clearly visible in the photograph. Photos from this 
process will be available from AKA's Archives for use by newsletters and magazines. 

 
 WIND, WEATHER, AND FLYING CONDITIONS 

Wind and weather conditions can significantly alter what was planned to be a smooth and timely 
kiting event. Events may be delayed or even canceled because of weather. If an event is canceled, no 
awards will be issued. Every effort will be made to complete the event; if necessary, the event may be 
rescheduled at the discretion of the Event Coordinator. If the wind drops or rises to speeds unreasonable 
for successful flight, judging may be postponed until a more favorable time. If, in the opinion of the 
judges, participants should be able to fly their kites, they will be instructed to fly. Lack of proper winds 
will be taken into consideration. For indoor/zero wind kites, the convention organizers should strive to 
provide a location with as little air disturbance as possible. 

 
If the wind speed is very low, a recess for Flight Judging may be called. If the winds remain calm 

for an extended period of time, the judges can ask the contestants to use long-line launches and to fly their 
kites as best they can. Judges will take these conditions into consideration and must remember that, if the 
winds increase later, subsequent fliers will be performing under more advantageous conditions. The Head 
Judge should have a wind sensing device and should be able to give the Flight Judging panel a wind 
speed reading at any time upon request. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS 
 5 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMPETITORS 
Competitors are responsible for knowing and following the rules and procedures in this Rulebook. They are responsible for their own safety and the safety of those around them. They are responsible for 

their own kites and equipment, and are to conduct themselves at all times in a sportsmanlike and 
courteous manner. Competitors who do not follow these procedures may be disqualified from the 
competition. 

 
 INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPETITION 

Competitors are responsible for reading and understanding these rules and procedures, and for 
obtaining further information on any unclear items. Competitors are responsible for making themselves 
aware of the location of and schedule for the competitions. 

 Competitors are responsible for determining the correct kite category in which their kites should 
be entered. Competitors who attempt to enter a category with a kite that does not qualify in that category 
will not be allowed to compete in that category. In case of questions about appropriate categories for 
individual kites, the decision of the Head Judge is final. 

 
 SAFETY 

Safety for participants and spectators should be the foremost consideration of all fliers. Flying in 
an unsafe manner, in a manner to intentionally damage other kites, or with any kite deemed to be unsafe 
by the Safety Monitor or Head Judge, will be grounds for disqualification. 

 
The Safety Crew will monitor the competition. It is their job to insure that spectators do not stray 

into flying areas. They are also charged with informing errant fliers of unsafe flying practices. The safety 
crew can advise the Head Judge that an unsafe flier should be disqualified if the flier does not cease and 
desist their unsafe activities. 

 
 KITES AND EQUIPMENT 

Kitemakers and fliers will be expected to know the line and wind requirements for the type of kite 
they enter into competition. Contestants may use any type of line to fly their kites as long as it is safe and 
does not endanger other kites, kitefliers, or spectators. 
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If a contestant experiences equipment failure during the competition due to factors such as 
unforeseen weather conditions or accidents beyond a contestant's control, the judging panel may allow 
repairs by the flier if this is possible before the flight judging time is over. Contestants may not add new 
structural elements (such as spars or tails) or new decorative elements after the first flight attempt. 

 
 SPORTSMANSHIP 

Contestants should always conduct themselves in an appropriate manner. Disruption of the 
activities by actions unbecoming to a kiteflier can result in the disqualification and expulsion from the 
event by the Head Judge. 

 
 WIND SPEED AND RELATION TO KITE CATEGORY 

Fliers are expected to know the wind requirements for the particular kite they are entering. The 
judges will consider the wind speed and variations in the winds during judging. Most kite types have a 
traditionally rated wind speed necessary for flight. Examples of possible wind speed ratings include: 

 
Box Kites 8-25 mph 
Centipedes 7-20 mph 
Conynes 5-15 mph Deltas 3-18 mph Eddys 4-20 mph 
Fighter kites 2-12 mph Parafoils 8-30 mph 
Scott Sleds 3-20 mph Stunt or sport kites 3-25 mph Tetrahedrals 6-15 mph 
Thai Cobras, Dragons 5-20 mph 
Indoor/Zero Wind Kites 0 mph. 

 

 
These wind ranges are only suggestions. Innovative or technologically advanced kites will 

perform at wider wind ranges than those shown above, and may therefore have a competitive advantage 
in the eyes of the judges. Generally speaking, kites of a certain type should demonstrate particular 
launch, climb, flight angle, and flight characteristics in the rated wind. If the kite does not do so, it may 
suggest that the kite is too heavy or too light for its type or for the available lifting surface. 

 
 
DISQUALIFICATION 

 Competitors will be subject to disqualification by conducting themselves in an unsportsmanlike 
manner, disrupting the proceedings, flying or acting in an unsafe manner, or by exhibiting any form of 
rudeness to the judging staff or field crew. Reporting late to either the staging area or competition arenas 
may also result in disqualification. 
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PROTESTS 
 

Fliers who believe for any reason that they have been improperly or unfairly treated may file a 
formal protest. Protests must be filed in written form with the Head Judge promptly following the 
incident. Protests shall be as specific as possible and must be filed in a manner that is not disruptive to any 
competition in progress. If a protest involves questions about an upcoming event, the protest should be 
made before the event in question begins. 

 
The Head Judge will review the protest, gather relevant information, make a final decision, and 

communicate the decision to the person or persons filing the protest within a reasonable period of time. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS 
 6 

JUDGING CRITERIA AND SCORING 
 
SELECTION AND QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGES 

 
Among the qualifications necessary for individuals to be selected as Judges for Kitemakers' 

Competitions at AKA Conventions, the following experiences should be considered: 
 

 Previous judging experience at major kite festivals, 
 Winning previous national competitions, 
 Training in the field of art, 
 Experience in kitemaking, 
 Experience in flight and aerodynamics, 
 Experience in sewing construction, 
 Experience in structural design and craftsmanship, and 
 History of kiting interest.  

Kitemakers' Competition coordinators should choose judges based on their areas of expertise. A 
team of five judges is recommended for each of the judging criteria:  kite flight and kite handling, 
aesthetic visual appeal while in flight, craftsmanship, and structural design.  The first two criteria will be 
judged while the kites are in flight; the same five judges may judge both in-flight criteria, or different 5-
judge panels may be used for each criterion. The third and fourth criteria will be judged after the kites 
have been brought down to the ground, again by separate or the same 5-judge panels. As the judging in 
the air and on the ground occur at separate times, the judges for the in-flight criteria may also judge the 
on-the-ground criteria. Thus, five to ten is the recommended total number of judges at the National 
Kitemakers' Competitions.  All judges should have expertise in the given area, e.g., craftsmanship 
should be judged by skilled craftspeople. Judges with lesser experience may serve as apprentices or 
shadow judges to the more experienced judges. 

 
Registered contestants may not serve as judges in events in which they are competing. 

 
 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

Judges will excuse themselves from situations involving conflicts of interest, or potential 
conflicts of interest, or the appearance of a conflict of interest. These situations could include judging 
kites 

 
 designed and/or constructed by a family member, 
 currently owned by the judge or to be owned by the judge after the competition, 
 in which the judge has a financial interest, or 
 in a competitive category in which the judge has entered a kite for competition. 
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A Judge who might have a conflict of interest will provide full details of the situation to the Head 
Judge before the competition occurs. In situations requiring judgments concerning conflicts of interest, 
the Head Judge will make the final decision. 

 
 JUDGING CRITERIA 
 

The following are comprehensive criteria by which an experienced judging panel can rank a 
kitemaker's ability to perform his or her craft. Kites will be judged according to 

 
 kite flight and kite handling, 
 aesthetic visual appeal while in flight, 
 craftsmanship, and 
 structural design.  

Judges will be given the specific criteria for their judging categories on separate sheets for easy referral 
during the competition. 

 
 
Criteria for Judging Kite Flight and Handling 

 
Does the kite launch and take off easily, and then achieve a good angle of flight for its type? Is the 
flight steady? 
Does the kite fly in a manner appropriate to its type? 

 
When flying with kites of similar design, does the handler demonstrate the kite's stability as 
appropriate for this type of kite? 

 
Is the flier able to keep the kite steady in variable winds? Does the 
flier maintain good control of kite and line?  
Can the flier retrieve the kite to a controlled landing? 

 Criteria for Judging Aesthetic Visual Flight Appeal 
 
How attractive does the kite look while flying? Has the kitemaker created an attractive general 
appearance? Has the kitemaker been able to create new or more attractive visual images for a kite of a 
given category? 

 
To what extent does the surface of the kite contain original artwork? Copies of the work of another 
artist will not be scored as highly as original kite art. 

 
For kites with traditional artwork, has the artwork been adapted to create new and unusual visual effects 
never seen before but appropriate to the category? 
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Does the kite have additional flight characteristics that are interesting and new for a kite of its type? 
 
Do the colors contrast or blend well when the kite is flown nearby and at a distance? 

 
Does the mechanical structure of the kite enhance or detract from the appearance of the kite? Is the 
mechanical structure integrated into the totality of the kite design? 

 
Is the kite's concept original? 

 
Has the kitemaker extended our appreciation of this kite type by the artwork used? Are the 
choices of the kite form and sail materials appropriate for the artistic concept? 

 
Criteria for Judging Craftsmanship 

 
What degree of skill and craftsmanship was required to make the kite? 

 
Are lines or seams straight when they are meant to be straight? Are corners square? Are curves 
smooth? 

 
Do points meet and are seams uniform? Is the work neat, with threads and strings trimmed, no marks 
or spots from oil, glue, or paint, and no ragged or burned edges? 

 
Are the spars, joiners, connectors, reinforcements or pockets done well? Are 
bridle lines tied securely and finished precisely? 

 
Criteria for Judging Structural Kite Design 

 
Does the structure contain significant unique or original features? 

 
Does the structure use materials that are of sufficient but not excessive weight and strength for the design? 

 
Do the bridle and the kite structure distribute forces on the sail evenly and efficiently? Does 
the kite maintain its intended shape or shapes in various wind speeds? 
Does the kite's design, either very large or very small, use structural features to adapt to the kite's size? 

 
Does the structural design enhance the functioning of the kite? 
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SCORING PROCEDURES 
 

Judging sheets will be provided to the judges for recording scores in each competitive kite 
category (see Chapter 3).  The judges will list all competitors in that kite category on one judging sheet. 

 
Numerical scores are to be used. Scores for each of the judging criteria (flight, visual appeal, 

craftsmanship, and structural design) will range from 0 to 10, in one-tenth (0.1) increments. The 
following benchmarks are to be used: 

 
10 points: THE VERY BEST POSSIBLE; NOTHING ELSE COULD BE BETTER. 
5 points: EQUAL TO THE AVERAGE OF ALL KITES IN THIS CATEGORY. 
0 points: AS POOR OR INADEQUATE AS EVER SEEN. 

 

It is anticipated that perfect scores (10.0) will seldom be given. Scores of zero are not expected to be 
given except in the most unusual circumstances. At the National Kitemakers' Competitions, the average 
scores are expected to be higher than those scores given at local competitions; hence, the average score at 
the National Kitemakers' Competition is expected to be in the 6.0 to 6.5 range. 

 
The Contestant's average score for each of the four judging criteria (flight, aesthetic appeal, 

craftsmanship, and structural design) will be the sum of the numerical scores given for that criterion 
divided by the number of judges giving scores. Each score will be calculated to hundredth increments 
(.01). Ideally, five or more judges will be used for all scoring. If judging is done by five or more judges, 
the highest and lowest scores will be deleted before calculation of the average score, leaving the three or 
more middle scores to be averaged. When judging is performed by four or fewer judges, the scores of all 
judges will be summed in the creation of the average score. 

 
The contestant's total score for the competition will be the sum of the four average criteria 

scores for kite flight, aesthetics, craftsmanship, and structural design. The score will be calculated to 
hundredth increments (.01). The contestant receiving the highest overall total score of all competitors 
entered in that kite category will be declared the winner of that category. 

 
In a competitive category, if the sums of the contestants’ scores in the four scoring factors are 

tied, the tie will first be broken by the highest flight score. If the flight scores are tied, the tie will be 
broken by the decision of the judges, considering both originality and visual appeal. Ties not involving 
first, second, or third places will be recorded as ties. 

 
The contestant receiving the highest overall total score of all kites entered into any one of the 

individual kite categories will be declared the winner of that kite category.  Only the winners of each kite 
category are eligible to become the overall winner, the Grand National Champion. The contestant 
receiving the highest overall total score of all of the winners of the individual kite categories will often be 
declared the Grand National Champion; however, the judges may, at their discretion, award the Grand 
National Champion award to a kite that did not have the highest score. 
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KITEMAKERS' COMPETITIONS 
 7 

MODIFICATIONS TO THESE RULES FOR COMPETITIONS AT LOCAL OR REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Event Coordinators of local or regional events may wish to simplify some of the procedures used 
for AKA's National Kitemakers' Competitions for use in local or regional events. We suggest that these 
Event Coordinators review the following areas in designing their competitions:   judges and field staff,  competitive categories, and  classes of competitors. 

  
JUDGES AND FIELD STAFF 

In AKA's National Kitemakers' Competitions, there will usually be five to ten judges, five of 
which will judge each of the four judging criteria: flight, visual appearance, structural design, and 
craftsmanship. In local or regional events with fewer competitors, fewer judges may be used. If there are 
fewer than 20 contestants, four judges could be used, each of whom would judge all of the four judging 
criteria. The scores of each contestant would then be derived from the average scores given by all four 
judges. With 20 to 50 contestants, six judges could be used, with three recording scores for each of the 
four criteria. With more than 50 contestants, the event organizers should consider using the full 
complement of five to ten judges and using the procedures employed by AKA's National Kitemakers' 
Competitions. 

 
 
COMPETITIVE CATEGORIES 

In local or regional events with fewer than 50 competitors, the event organizers should consider 
using fewer competitive kite categories than used in AKA's National Kitemakers' Competitions. For 
smaller competitions, event organizers should consider using the following categories: 

 
 flat kites, 
 bowed kites,  partially flexible kites with spars in only one plane (such as deltas and delta derivatives, sled 

kites, Hewlett flex kites, etc.) 
 fully flexible or "soft" kites with no spars at all (such as parafoils or bullet kites),  
 rigid frame or cellular kites (such as box kites, stars, facets, and the like), 
 trains, and centipedes, arches, ribbons, and other sky display entries, 
 multi-line sport kites, and 
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 an open category for entrants that do not easily fit within the above classes or for kites in any 
of the above categories where there were not sufficient entrants to hold a competition. 

 
It is preferable to have at least three competitors in a class of kites to hold a competition in that class, but 
local event organizers are free to set their own requirements for minimum numbers of competitors. 

 
Event organizers should also consider adding categories of special local interest or significance, 

which might include airplane kites, eddys, fighters, figure kites, historic reproductions, rokkakus, or rotor 
kites. Categories should only be added if enough competitors (three or more) are expected to be able to 
conduct a real competition within that particular kite class. 

 
Special competitions that may but do not necessarily focus on kitemaking skills — such as 

largest, smallest, most unusual or unique, funniest, made from the least expensive materials — are often 
popular awards at local kite festivals. Other competitive events can include altitude sprints, fighter kite 
battles, rokkaku battles, and other events. Noncompetitive awards — Tree Food, outstanding disaster, 
Wow!, most impressive tangle, best sport, and so on — are also popular at local festivals. See The AKA 
Manual on Kiting Events for further suggestions and ideas. 

 
 
CLASSES OF COMPETITORS 

Event Coordinators of local or regional events may wish to allow for classes of competition, 
ranked in terms of experience and skill, in order to encourage as many new kitemakers as possible to 
enter the competition. Use of classes also provides a means for training new judges in a local area. This is 
an option that should be considered based on local interests and considerations. AKA's National 
Kitemakers' Competition does not use the following classifications. 

 Each of the competitive kite categories might be divided into one or more classes so that kite 
builders with similar kitemaking abilities and experience are able to compete with one another.  
Master Kitemakers: A master kitemaker has won significant awards at previous kitemakers' 

competitions or they often build kites for sale. The kites of Master kite makers 
are innovative in design, artistic in appearance, and may approach perfection 
in every aspect. 

Experienced Kitemakers: An experienced kitebuilder is one who has designed and constructed enough 
kites to progress beyond the Novice class. The experienced kitemaker has 
previously entered kites in Kitemakers' competitions. 

Novice Kitemakers: A novice kitemaker is one who has recently started to build and design kites and one who wants the initial experience of having a handmade kite design, craftsmanship, appearance and aerodynamics judged. 
  
NOTE: A Novice kitemaker who has won a Kitemakers' contest is expected to enter in the 

Experienced Class. An Experienced kitemaker who has won a Kitemakers' contest is 
expected to enter in the Master Kitemaker class after a one year of competition in this 
class. 
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Once a kitemaker wins any contest with a particular kite, they may not enter that kite in the same 
Kitemakers' contest in subsequent years. 

 
The class of a kite builder is a personal assessment of one's own ability. Class determination is 

therefore up to the entrant and stands on the HONOR SYSTEM, but is subject to challenge by other 
contestants or the judging staff. In the event of questions concerning the flier's correct competitive class, 
the final decision shall be made by the Head Judge. 

 
  



36  

 
  



37  

APPENDIX: 
HOW TO REQUEST CHANGES TO THESE RULES AND GUIDELINES 

 
 
Requests for changes to these Rules will be processed in the following manner: 

 
1. Any person desiring corrections, additions, or other changes should email a written description of 

those items to: kitemaking@aka.kite.org .  Written description of those items may also be sent by 
regular mail to: 

 
Kitemakers’ Competitions Committee 
American Kitefliers Association 
P. O. Box 22365 
Portland, Washington  97269. 
 

Written requests for corrections, additions, or other changes will also be accepted at any time by 
any member of AKA’s Kitemakers’ Competitions Committee. 
 

2. Proposed changes will be reviewed and debated by the Committee.  In certain circumstances, the 
Committee may submit proposed changes to AKA’s Board of Directors. 

 
3. If a proposed change is accepted and will result in a change to this Rulebook, the Committee will 

determine when that change will be implemented.  Efforts will be made to ensure that any changes 
implemented will not negatively affect competitors or established competitions. 

 
4. Approved changes will be documented on AKA’s web site.  Changes will also be printed in Kiting 

and distributed with printed copies of the Rulebook, except in cases of changes which create major 
procedural or organizational changes.  In such cases, AKA will create a new Rulebook which will 
be posted on AKA’s web site and also printed.  Memoranda describing Rulebook changes will be 
numbered and indexed so as to indicate to which edition of the Rulebook each memorandum 
applies. 

 
5. Persons interested in the most current version of the rules and guidelines for kitemakers’ 

competitions should first consult AKA’s web site.  This Rulebook will be reprinted on an as-needed 
basis.  In the interim, the most recent printed Rulebook plus all numbered memoranda should be 
considered to the official Rulebook.  If there is conflicting printed information, interested parties 
should consult AKA’s web site for the most up-to-date official version, currently available at 
http://kite.org/kitetalk/index.php?/files/file/197-kitemaker-rules-complete/ . 
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