
� 
.� 
� 
� 

� 
� 
� 
e 
� � 

1 
7·' 

__ 7!.-'_' _ _�I ...... 0 � ...... 
::r: [}eftad .! 
� Q) +-' 4-4 CO 
,:::: ...... Q) +-' til 
,:::: � Q) 
� 

� 

l.�--�

� ) 
40" 

I' 
7 II 

DETAIL :1 

!CoIn F"C� 
>nm.I.FllOIIH lAC I( 

• EYES 

COL.OR",· 
EXCEPT 

;"WHITf:. HEilE. NOTCD. 

DETAIL Z 

KITE COV'E R 

-12-

----

"::..:====-

STfCK 
6RIDl.E Po INT 

TW/RLlIo4G EYE 
RfMOVABLf

' -­
_=�5�P::.!R(l:EA DE R 

� NoeK FOit SPR("'D�R. 

- NOTCH fOR sPlt.AIlfR OETAll 4-eRIDLE 5 

eA.IOLE-,. .... . � "" .. IN' 

ADJUST£ 



a Japanese OWe kite 
by S tephen John Be rns te i n  

The bas i c  owl ki te des cribed he re i n  ap­
pea red in a 1969 Japa nese  bookle t, p ub ­
li she d b y  Bitjus u Shupp a n- sha , Tokyo , 
ti tled "Pleas ure Creati ng" . The a utho r is 
Ts utomu Hiro i . My apo logies to the a utho r  
i f  the ti tle a nd the spe lli ng a re no t 
p re cise , s i nce the i nte rp re ta tions from 
the Japanese we re made b y  a f riend .  The 
enti re bookle t  i s  i n  Japa nese , wi th the 
ex cep tion of the p ub li she r's name . Co n­
s �que ntly, a ll dime ns i o ns shown i n  my 
ske tche s a re app roxima te ly glea ned from 
the pi ctures i n  the bookle t .  

I have made cha nges a nd added i nnova tions 
as fo llows : 

(1) I us e a 5 li ne b ridle wi th the top 
b ridle point above the top of the 
ki te- - sp i ne exte nded a s  shown. I 
find thi s  p rovides fo r a mo re s tab le 
flight b y  extendi ng the b ridle point 
fa rthe r f rom the ce nte r of ro ta tio n .  

(2) The removab le sp reader s ti ck a llows 
fo r fo ld i ng the wings fo r easier 
tra nsporta tion. Arche ry a rrow no cks 
a re us ed as pocke ts for the s ti ck 
e nds . They als o  p rovide good fa s ­
te ni ng poi nts for the bow s tri ng . 
(Bow abo ut 3"). 

(3) The 4-ho le b uttons o n  the b ridle 
li ne s make fo r good a nd rapid adjus t­
me nts . ( Tha nks , Pa ul Ga rbe r!) 

( 4) I now us e 2 ta i ls of  light clo th 
ma te ri a l. Each ta i l  i s  app ro xima te ly 
15 fee t i n  leng th , a tta ched to the 
bo ttom wi ng tips . A s i ng le ,  lo nge r  
ta i l  wo uld do , b ut the twi n  ta i l  i s  
more i nte re s ti ng a nd s tabi li zi ng . 

(5) The twi rli ng e yes a re mos t  eas i ly 
made b y  cutti ng 1/2" ri ngs from 
lightweight ca rdbo a rd tub i ng ,  2" to 2 
1/2" i n  diameter.  The e ye cove ri ng is 
made from s tiff wri ti ng pape r, cut to 
shape shown a nd g lued to the ri ng . A 
wire sha f t  i s  i nse rted thro ugh the 
ri ngs tha t  have sma ll ho les made fo r 
this p urpose . Whe n  ready to i ns ta ll 
the e yes i n  the cove r o f  the kite , 
s tri ng a bead o n  ea ch e nd of the wi re 
as shown, a nd fa s te n  the wi re shaft 
to the ba ck of the cove r with tape . 

-13-

Make the frame firs t. I use bamboo 
s ti cks , app roxima te ly 1/8" X 3/8". Tie 
a nd g lue a ll te rmina l  a nd cro s s i ng poi nts 
ex ce pt the top e nds o f  the diago na l  wing 
s ti cks . The se sho uld b e  adequa te ly tied 
b ut no t g lued , to permit wing fo lding.  I 
us e Tyvek for the cove r.  Thi s  sho uld be 
cut to shape as shown, e ye ho les cut, eye 
rims a tta ched ,  a nd deco ra ted . G lue to 
frame , us i ng good o ld E lme r's . Then yo u 
a re ready to make the b ridle points . 
These  co ns i s t  o f  loops made f rom light­
weight wire a nd fas te ne d  to the s ti cks 
whe re shown.  Fa ste n the tai ls to the 
bo ttom tip s  o f  the wings . 

B y  p rope r adjus tme nt o f  the b ridle 
s tri ngs , thi s  kite has perfo rmed we ll i n  5 
to 15 kno t  w i nds . The dimens i o ns o n  the 
b ridle s trings shown wi ll p rovid� a good 
s ta rti ng p o i nt .  If yo u need additiona l  
i nfo , my numbe r  i s  703-521- 3875. Happ y 
"OWLI NG!" 

that PMAF contest 
Ri chard Wohle rt o f  Buffa lo , NY, i s  the AKA 
wi nne r o f  o ne - ye a r  s ub s cripti o ns to AKA 
NEWS a nd P i ne y  Mo unta i n  Air Fo rce Data 
Le tte r for co rre ctly ide ntifyi ng mo re 
e leme nts tha n  o the r AKA readers did i n  the 
Gre a t  A nti que s I de nti fi ca ti o n  Co nte s t  on  
page 13 o f  AKA NEWS for June . 

Co nte s ta nts we re asked to ide ntify the 
a i rcra f t, the e ngi ne , a nd the p i lo t  in  
a rchiva l pho to . The s ame p i cture appeared 
i n  2 o r  3 o the r ki te news le tte rs as we ll 
a s  thi s  o ne ,  with wi nne rs fo r ea ch reader­
ship . O nly o ne of the 30 co ntes tants , 
Ga ry Hi nze o f  S a n  Jose , CA , ide ntified a ll 
three i tems co rre ctly. 

PMAF Comma nder Guy Aydle tt i s  p la yi ng i t  
co y,  tho ugh ,  abo ut wha t the right a nswers 
a re .  Unde r ques ti o ning ,  he wo uld divulge 
tha t  the a i rcra f t  i s  a Co ns o lidated F leet,  
vi ntage 1925, a nd tha t  the e ng i ne is a 
Wa rne r  Sca rab . Guy i s  not ready yet to 
revea l  the ide nti f y  o f  the jovia l fe llow 
i n  the lea the r ha t, b ut we have a hint 
tha t  his p s e udo nymic i ni ti a ls a re "H . T. " .  
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