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If Dreams Had Wings…
The AKA was founded in 1964, but it wasn’t until 1978 that the organization
held its first convention in Ocean City, Maryland. Now, 40 years later, the
AKA is excited to celebrate by returning to Ocean City to fly on the same beach
where it all started so long ago. The dreams of those kite pioneers will be
flying high this October 9-14.
As a flying location, the Ocean City beach has been declared by some to be
“The Kiteflying Capital of the World” due to its wide beach, regular winds,
and the community’s support of kiteflying. Attendees can fly into the local
Salisbury/Ocean City airport or drive down from Washington or Baltimore.
The kiteflying will be held on the beach between the Kite Loft and our host
hotel, The Park Place. There is a wide range of other accommodations within
an easy walk.
Ocean City has a modern convention center just a few miles from the flying
fields. Convention registrants will be able to take a free shuttle to and from the
convention center simply by showing their registration badges. At the center,
we will hold our auction, banquets, and meetings. There is a great indoor
flying facility for Wednesday night which is something you won’t want to miss.
On Thursday night, the Fly Market will open with new fanfare as many kite
manufacturers have agreed to set up their booths to display what’s new for 2018.
Every morning there will be an amazing choice of workshops held in four
rooms for two sessions: 9:00-10:15 and 10:30-11:45. We are lucky to have
such a generous community of artists who are volunteering time to share their
kite passion with convention attendees. All workshops are free to registered
attendees only. Some classes require that you bring your own materials while
others offer the option of buying materials at the workshop. The list below
is subject to change, and an actual schedule (plus a materials list) will be
published online no later than September 1, 2017. Go to www.kite.org for
more details.
Last but not least, every afternoon there will be lots of kiteflying. In addition
to the competitions and mass-ascensions, there will be space for show kites
and demonstrations. The public will be invited to enjoy the celebration. The
Convention Committee has worked hard for the last year to make all this
happen and I am honored to have had the time to work with them. I invite
you to come join us. Let’s celebrate our 40th Grand National Convention!
Phillip Whitaker
Convention Committee Chairman
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Workshops:

construction and advanced three-dimensional sail design. Includes
theory and hands-on demonstration.

Christian Baden Powell, APPLIQUE THE CBP WAY: Two
sessions to learn how to design and create exquisite ripstop
appliqués with multiple colors, tracing paper, and hot knife.
A hands-on demonstration with a light table.

Nic O’Neill, SOCIAL MEDIA AND CROWDFUNDING: Two
separate workshops: the first examines marketing your kite event or
business through Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, or one of the other
major social media platforms. The second looks at how to crowdfund
your project.

John Barresi, INDOOR FLYING—BRING YOUR KITE: Folks
often think of indoor flying as a “constant effort to survive,” but in
this flying workshop we can help you be successful with almost
any indoor kite.

Daniel Prentice, THE FUTURE OF THE AKA: A roundtable
discussion focusing on positive ideas around growing the
organization. This is a chance to share your ideas and listen to others.
Cliff Quinn, IF A KID CAN MAKE IT,
SO CAN YOU: Make and take a classic
24" diamond kite. All materials will
be supplied; just bring your childlike
enthusiasm and desire to have fun.

Robert Brasington, STAINED
GLASS TECHNIQUES: Australian
kitemaker Brasington will lead two
sessions sharing his secrets and tips
about how to choose graphics and
convert them into kites that fly in the
sky with colors like a piece of stained
glass artwork.

Mark Reed, THE WORLD OF A
PROFESSIONAL KITE DESIGNER:
What if your cool idea for a kite also
had to feed your family? A look inside
how we develop Prism Kites from
concept to final production.

Jon Burkhardt, JUDGING
HANDMADE KITES: Two sessions, one
before the competitions and one after,
where participants can meet the judges,
find out what they are looking for, and
how they determine who wins.
Scott Davis, SPORT KITE
SYMPOSIUM: An opportunity to
meet with members of the sport kite
committee and judges to ask questions,
make suggestions, discuss rules, and
offer ideas and direction for
promoting the sport.
Paul Dugard, BUBBLES, BUBBLES,
BUBBLES: Learn everything you need
to know about making bubbles for small
or large crowds including mixing the
solution, making wand, and producing
dazzling bubbles. Two sessions offer
theory indoors and practice outdoors.

Lee Sedgwick, MAKING AND
FLYING THE YFO: The first of two
sessions will be indoors learning how to
make your own YFO kite. In the second
session, outdoors, you will learn flying
techniques whether bridled for single,
dual, tri, or quad line.

Go to workshops in the morning,
fly kites all afternoon and hang
out with friends in the evening.
Come join us for a spectacular
celebration of kiting.

Ron Gibian, NUTS AND BOLTS OF KITEMAKING: You’ve sewn
a beautiful piece of appliqué. Now what? Two sessions explore the
mechanics of finishing a kite, from concept to first flight.
Lindsey Johnson, FROM SKETCH TO FLIGHT: Two sessions
exploring the world of digital design, fabrication, and 3D printing.
Learn about printers, plastics, and making your own custom
kite fittings.
Team KiteLife, QUAD TEAM 101—IT’S EASY: If you are
intimidated but intrigued by the idea of quad team flying, this is
the workshop for you, as all four members of Team KiteLife will be
demystifying the process with this on-field workshop. (BYOK)
Deb Lenzen and Mike Shaw, TIPS ON TRAVELING TO
FOREIGN FESTIVALS: How to prepare, pack, and plan a trip to
a foreign kite festival, and what to do when you get there. It’s a
great adventure!
Ken McNeill, TAPING AND SHAPING: Two sessions
concentrating on the use of adhesive tapes for simple sail

Drake Smith and T.Z. Lee, MAKE
THAT ART FLY: Not all kites begin
as kites; some begin as paintings. Learn
how to turn a canvas into a
flying kite using different platforms
and techniques.

Douglas K. Stout, GLIDER
KITE AERODYNAMICS: Learn the
advantages of swept-forward-wing
glider-kites, basic principles of
aerodynamics, and how to use computer tools to evaluate designs.
Phillip Whitaker, A FIRST TIMER’S GUIDE TO THE
CONVENTION: Is this your first AKA Convention? This is an
opportunity to meet other kiteflyers and to hear ways to get the
most from a convention experience.
Sewing Workshops, BRING YOUR OWN SEWING MACHINE:
For the first time, the AKA convention would like to offer hands-on
sewing workshops. A dedicated room for the machines will be locked
when not in use. Several kitemakers have offered to lead workshops
including Jon Burkhardt teaching a 40-inch Ohashi, and Lindsey
Johnson teaching his “Falenas.” Other classes will be added with
enough interest.
For participation in the sewing workshops, e-mail the AKA, prior
to August 1, at aka@aka.kite.org. Put the words “sewing workshops”
in the subject line. Depending on the responses, we will expand this
category, or cancel it and use the room for non-sewing workshops.
If you express interest, we will e-mail information about all sewing
classes, materials, and costs. Here’s to starting a new tradition!

SUMMER 2017
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Convention Highlights
Welcome Reception — Monday Evening
Registered attendees are invited to join other kiters at the Kite Loft,
511 Boardwalk, Ocean City, for an opening gala and barbecue,
compliments of the Kite Loft. This is the first of many opportunities
to catch up with long-time friends and to make new ones.
Introductions and schedule changes will be announced.

Great Kite Auction — Friday Evening
Friday evening we will gather at the Convention Center for
a banquet and The Great Kite Auction. A tradition of AKA
Conventions, the Great Kite Auction is the largest fundraiser of the
AKA. Members are encouraged to donate modern kites, historical
treasures, and other accessories from their collections, then share
the fun and excitement in trying to buy some amazing one-of-akind masterpieces others have donated. This is a great opportunity
for casual flyers and serious collectors. The auction is open to the
public, but banquet tickets must be purchased in advance.

Morning Workshops, Afternoon Mass Ascension on the Field,
Sport Kite Competitions Begin, Fighter Kite Competitions Begin,
Memorial Fly, Hourly Themed Flying, Free Flying Time.

Awards Ceremony and Banquet — Saturday
Evening

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Evening - Banner Parade

Annual Business Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. at
the Convention Center, 4001 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City.

Schedule of Events (subject to change)

Hotel Check-in/Convention Registration, Bag Raffle Continues,
Auction Receiving, Morning Workshops, Kite Art Exhibit Continues,
Kitemaker’s Competition Begins, Sport Kite Competitions
Continue, Fighter Kite Competitions Continue, Afternoon Mass
Ascension on the Field, Hourly Themed Flying, Free Flying Time.

Monday, October 9, 2017

Evening - Indoor Kite Competition

Hotel Check-in/Convention Registration, Auction and Bag-Raffle
Receiving, Flying field set-up, Free Flying time and early evening
Welcome Reception.

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Celebrating a long week of flying and acknowledging another year
of kite evolution, the Saturday night banquet will be followed by a
full program of awards and remembrances.

Tuesday, October 10, 2017
Hotel Check-in/Convention Registration, Opening
of the Bag Raffle, Auction Receiving, Board Of
Directors Meeting, Kite Art Exhibit Opens,

Hotel Check-in/Convention Registration, Bag Raffle Continues,
Auction Receiving, Morning Workshops, Kite Art Exhibit Continues,
All Competitions Continue, Afternoon Mass Ascension on the
Field, Hourly Themed Flying, Free Flying Time.
Evening - Opening of The Fly Mart, Miniature Kite
Challenge

Friday, October 13, 2017
Morning Workshops, Bag Raffle Continues, Kite
Auction Set-up, Kite Art Exhibit Continues, Fly Mart
Open, All Competitions Wrap Up, Afternoon Mass
Ascension on the Field, Hourly Themed Flying, Free
Flying Time, Banner Parade
Evening - Banquet and The Great Kite Auction

Saturday, October 14, 2017
Last Chance Bag Raffle Ticket Purchases, Final Morning Workshops,
Bag Raffle Drawing, Ground Display on the Field, Final Mass
Ascension on the Field, Kite Art Exhibit Closes, Rokkaku Battles on
the Field.
Evening - Awards Banquet
Meetings will be held at
Roland E. Powell Convention Center
4001 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, MD 21842
Kiteflying will be on the beach at
Boardwalk and 5th Streets.
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Registration Information
Basic Registration
Basic includes access to all Convention activities, and includes one
ticket for the Friday banquet and one ticket for the Saturday Banquet. You also receive one convention logo patch in your registration goody bag and a name badge and lanyard. You must purchase
a basic registration in order to compete.

One Day Registration
Allows access to all of the scheduled activities and workshops for
that day and allows watching, but not participating in competitions. It does not include a banquet ticket.

Child’s Registration
Children under the age of 12 may register for 20% off the fee in
place at the time of registration.

Banquet Tickets
Extra tickets will be on sale on a first-come first-served basis for
$50 per ticket. You do not have to be registered for the convention
to buy and attend any of the banquets. If you want to ensure your
ability to attend the banquets, you are strongly encouraged to
pre-register prior to September 18, 2017. The AKA must commit a
final banquet count prior to the convention, meaning if you register at the door or try to buy extra banquet tickets at the event, they
may not be available.
Please check the following where applicable
_____ This is my first AKA Convention
_____ I want to bring my sewing machine for workshops
_____ I plan to enter the Sport Kite Competition (must have an
invitation to compete)
_____ I plan to enter the Kitemakers’ Competition with
_______ # kites
_____ I plan to enter the Fighter Kite competition
_____ I would like vegetarian or _____ gluten-free meals
_____ I have the following accessibility needs: __________________
______________________
I am willing to help in the following areas.
Auction

Receiving

Set-Up

Runner

Cashier

Sport Kite Competition

Judge

Field Director

Pit Boss

Kitemaker Competition

Judge

Registration

Field Staff

(Optional) I will arrive on _____/_____/_____ around ___:___ AM PM

Waiver
In consideration for the right to compete, as well as participate in the American Kitefliers Association 40th Annual National Convention and
Grand National Competition (the Event), I hereby hold the American Kitefliers Association, the City of Ocean City, Maryland, the Roland
E. Powell Convention Center, the sponsors, promoter, and any and all other persons associated with the Event harmless and release them
from any and all liability in connection with my participation. I further agree that the Event may use, without payment, permission or
restriction any photograph, film, tape, or digital image in which I may appear for any purpose whatsoever. I understand that the AKA does
not control the weather and that there will be no refunds given due to cancellation of any events after September 18, 2017. NOTE: by
signing on behalf of a participant less than 18 years old, the parent or guardian also expressly agrees to all of the above agreement.
___________________________________________________________
Signature

Registration continues on page 26

SUMMER 2017
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Registration Form
______________________________________________________
______________________________
_____________________________
Registrant Name 1					 Badge First Name (if different) 		AKA Member #
______________________________________________________
______________________________
_____________________________
Registrant Name 2					 Badge First Name (if different) 		AKA Member #
______________________________________________________
Street Address				

________________________________
City				

_______________
State/Country

___________
Zip Code

______________________________________________________
Phone						

_____________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone				E-mail

			
QTY
		
		COST
EARLY REGISTRATION
BASIC (For five days plus banquets)		
$230
postmarked by August 15
1-DAY M T W TH F S (circle day)		
$60
REGULAR REGISTRATION
postmarked by September 15

BASIC (For five days plus banquets)		
$250
1-DAY M T W TH F S (circle day)		
$60

LATE REGISTRATION
postmarked after September 15
AT THE DOOR

(For five days, but no guarantee of
BASIC			
$290
banquet tickets after Oct. 1)
1-DAY M T W TH F S (circle day)		

$60

NON-MEMBERS

ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP TO THE AKA		

$40

TOTAL

Child Registration 20% discount
Extra Banquet Tickets

Friday

Saturday			

			

$50
Registration Total

Cloisonné Pin 				

$8

Extra Convention Logo Patch				

$8

All Convention apparel listed below must be ordered no later than August 15, 2017.
Short Sleeve T-Shirt
Short Sleeve T-Shirt
Short Sleeve T-Shirt

S
M
L
XL
XXL
XXXL
XXXXL
XXXXXL

red only		
red only		
red only 		

$25
$30
$35

Women’s Short Sleeve T-Shirt
Women’s Short Sleeve T-Shirt

S
M
L
XXL
XXXL

XL

red only		
red only 		

$25
$30

Long Sleeve T-Shirt
Long Sleeve T-Shirt
Long Sleeve T-Shirt

S
M
L
XL
XXL
XXXL
XXXXL
XXXXXL

red only 		
red only 		
red only 		

$30
$35
$40

S
M
L
XL
XXL
XXXL
XXXXL
XXXXXL

red only 		
red only 		
red only 		

$40
$44
$49

S
M
L
XL
S
M
L
XL
XXL
XXXL
XXXXL
XXXXXL

red only		
red only 		
red only 		
red only 		

$30
$48
$58
$62

Polo Shirt (specify
Polo Shirt (specify
Polo Shirt (specify

Men’s or
Men’s or
Men’s or

Women’s)
Women’s)
Women’s)

Crew Neck Sweatshirt
Hoodie
Hoodie
Hoodie
PAYMENT METHOD

Visa

Mastercard

Discover

AmEx

Check

MERCHANDISE TOTAL

Credit Card # ____________________________________________________	Exp. Date __________________
Name on card ____________________________________________________ Security Code _______________
Signature _______________________________________________________________

26

KITING

ORDER TOTAL
Register online at
www.kite.org
Or mail this form to:
American Kitefliers Assoc.
PO Box 699
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 USA

